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THE QUIET HOUR.
|}r tjaur nnt ci^aatn m*, but 31 fyavt rljusrn gnu,

tljat ur aljaulu go anil bring forth, fruit, mb tljat

gnur fruit B^milii rrinaut. — 3lnlm 15: 10.

Was not the True Vine wounded for our
transgressions, and bruised for. our iniqui-

ties, in order that we might be united to Him
by a living faith. It is through the suffer-

ings of His human nature that we enter into

fellowship with Him. —Hugh Macmillan.

A voice within his breast

\\ hispered, audible and clear

As if to the outward ear;

'Do thy duty; that is best;

Leave unto thy Lord the rest
!"

—Henry W. Longfellow.

Christianity alone knows what the salva-

tion is which men require, and makes pro-

vision for it. In Christianity salvation is salva-

tion from the power and the presence of sin,

as well as from its guilt and shame. Its end
is holy character and loving service. It is

available for men here and now.—Robert E. Speer.

Take away from our hearts, O Lord, all

suspiciousness, indignation, wrath, and con-
tention, and whatsoever may hurt charity, and
lessen brotherly love. —Thomas a'Kempis.

Never make a plan without seeking God's
guidance; never achieve a success without giv-

ing God the praise.

—A. T. Pierson.

From darkness, here, and dreariness

We ask not full repose,

It is worth while to seek unusual experi-

ences, to travel to new places and to meet
strange people, ivloney spent for travel is often

better invested than money put into bank; for

the bank of memory cannot fail and its funds
are bound to bring enduring returns in rich

memories. —J. R. Miller.

Do not crouch to-day, and worship
The old Past, whose life is fled;

Husk your voice to tender reverence;
Crowned he lies, but cold and dead

:

For the Present reigns our monarch,
With an added weight of hours;

Honor her, for she is mighty!
Honor her, for she is ours

!

—Adelaide A. Procter.

This is the day of brotherhood. And at the

head of the onmarching host we see the gentle

figure of the compassionate Christ, who broth-

ered men though they slew him; and who laid

the only enduring foundation for human broth-

erhood in the truth of the fatherhood of God.—William T. Ellis.

The wisest men and women are not those

who cling tenaciously to one point of life,

with desperate aversion to all change, but those

who travel cheerfully through its mutations,

rinding in every season, in every duty, in every

pleasure, a time to begin and a time to cease,

and moving on with willing adaptation through
the conclusion of each chapter to the end of

the book. —Henry Van Dyke.

Only be Thou at hand, to bless

Our trial hour of woes.
Is not the pilgrim's toil overpaid

By the clear rill and palmy shade?
And see we not, up earth's dark glade,

The gate of Heaven unclose?—John Keble.

There are some faults slight in the sight of
love, some errors slight in the estimate of
wisdom; but Truth forgives no insult, and en-
dures no strain. .

—John Ruskin.

We require higher tasks because we do not
recognize the height of those we have. Try-
ing to be kind and honest seems an affair too
simple and too inconsequential for gentlemen
of our heroic mould. —Stevenson.

If we will only let Him take

The sins and ills that press us,

He'll lift the load, yes, He will make
Them into what will bless us,

He'll take the thoughts that wear,
Regret and fear and care,

Sorrow, and pain, and loss,

Transfigure every cross,

If we will only let Him.—William H. Woolverton.

O Thou, who art Love, and who seest all

the suffering, injustice and misery which reign
in this world, have pity, we implore Thee, on
the work of Thy hands. Look mercifully upon
the poor, the oppressed, and all who are heavy
laden with error, labor and sorrow. Fill our
hearts with deep compassion for those who
suffer, and hasten the coming of Thy kingdom
of justice and truth.

—

Amen.—Eugene Bersier.
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"The Conversion of China and Japan will be the casting of the last die in the

great work of shaping and impressing the superscription of the Kingdom of God
upon the now melting ones of these mightiest nations of antiquity."

A PRAYER FOR THE TIMES.

There is an old prayer which we com-
mend to our readers for daily use. It is

as follows

:

"Oh, that mine eyes might closed be

To what concerns me not to see

;

That deafness might possess mine ear

To what concerns me not to hear

;

That truth my tongue might always tie

From ever speaking foolishly

;

That no vain thought might ever rest,

Or be conceived in my breast,

That by each deed and work and thought,

Glory may to my God be brought

;

But what are wishes ? Lord, mine eye

On Thee is fixed, to Thee I cry

;

Wash, Lord, and purify my heart

And make it clean in every part

;

And when 'tis clean, Lord, keep it, too,

For that is more than I can do."

THE MAN WITH A VISION.

Visions are a necessity to the progress

of the world. "Where there is no vision,

the people perish." The absence of vis-

ions marks the presence of death. A
man with a vision blazes the path of

progress in every great work. He does
more than read the signs of the times.

He sees the future in the present. He
uses the past as a lever for the future.

Faith is the condition of his perseverance.
This is the equipment the man of vision

relies on. And this man is the mission-
ary His best capital as he goes forth to

serve the world is his character. This is

all that he needs to commend him to the

people among whom he lives and labors.

He will trust them, and they will con-
fide in him. One of the essentials in the

man with a vision, or a missionary, is

what is known as "creative assertion."

It is his to do, and dare, and die for the

cause. There must be in his soul that

ceaseless energy impelling him onward
to make his vision a reality. Else he will

be a mere visionary. Oh, the need for

patient persistence among all Christians

in well-doing! Not to let go of an in-

spiring ideal, never to give up until the

fruition of a daring faith, this is the reso-

lute determination of the man with a

vision everywhere. And out of it all will

flow those sacred joys which are prom-

ised to him that endureth, and as seeing

Him who is invisible.
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THE PLAN OF WORK OF THE
SIMULTANEOUS EVERY-MEMBER

CANVASS CAMPAIGN.

fillUS
|HE Simultaneous Every-Member

Canvass Campaign is the name
given to the present activity in

which the whole Reformed
Church is doing the same things at the

same time.

This is a year of anniversaries, the

most notable of which is the 350th of

the publication of the Heidelberg Cate-

chism. This confession of faith and

book of religious instruction of our

Church has been a potent factor in our

denominational life. The glorious past

is a motive for a greater present and a

grander future. The Catechism was pub-

lished on January 19th, 1563, and many
congregations celebrated the 350th anni-

versary this year on January 19th. As
far as this Campaign is concerned, there

will be no further celebration, but after

April it will be taken up again by the

congregations, and in meetings of Classes

and Synods, and the celebration will end
with the meeting of the General Synod
in May, 1914.

Fifty years ago, in connection with the

300th anniversary, there was an every-

member canvass campaign. There was a

definite and accurate enrollment of the

entire membership of each congregation,

and by action of Synod, this record of

the congregation was taken as a report

to the meeting of the Classis. Every
member—man, woman and child—was
asked for a gift in money for one or

more of the benevolent causes or insti-

tutions of the Reformed Church.

This year every congregation is urged
to make an accurate roll of its member-
ship, to make a definite efifort to win back
those who are indifferent or lukewarm to

better church attendance, and participa-

tion in the communion, and to erase the

names of only those whose whereabouts
are altogether unknown, and to lead into

full membership with the Church many
who have not made a public confession

of faith. This is a Campaign of definite

Christian service, the aim of which is to

increase the efficiency and to deepen the

spiritual life of our Church. February
should be a month of great activity and
the golden harvest time of March should
lead to great rejoicing on Easter Sun-
day, March 23rd.

The Every-Member Canvass is to be
conducted in April. Every member of
every congregation—man, woman and
child—is to be asked for an offering on
the weekly basis for Home Missions,

Foreign Missions, and other benevo-
lences. An extensive educational cam-
paign is now in progress, the purpose of

which is to fully inform every member
regarding these causes in order that he
may give intelligently and liberally to

each one. In the Classes leaders are

coming together for conference and
prayer, representatives of groups of con-

gregations are meeting together, and later

members of individual congregations will

meet to discuss the work of the Church,
and to prepare to go out two by two dur-

ing the month of April to canvass every

member for a weekly offering for benev-

olences. Those who make this canvass

will have an opportunity for definite

Christian service of the highest order.

The organization to help carry all this

program through is very simple indeed

:

1. The Simultaneous Campaign Com-
mittee has about fifty members from all

of the eight Synods, including officers of

the General Synod, the secretaries and

members of all of General Synod's

Boards, and active pastors and laymen

and women representing all the benevo-

lent activities of the Church. The work
is largely divided among Committees on

Education, Evangelism, Conference and

Training, Publicity and Finance. A great

part of the work in the German congre-

A DAILY PRAYER.

Lord, pardon what I have "been;

Sanctify what I am;
Order what I shall be;

That Thine may he the glory and mine
the eternal salvation,

Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Evangelist Ma axd His Family, Yochow, China.

gations is being attended to by a Com-
mittee on German Work.

2. There is a Classical Campaign Com-
mittee in nearly every one of the fifty-

nine Classes of the Church. Here again

the work is usually divided among com-
mittees on education, evangelism, confer-

ence, etc. The Classical Campaign Com-
mittee arranges for the classical confer-

ence, or conferences, and has a large

share of responsibility for the success of

the entire Campaign within the Classis.

After the conference the Classical

Campaign Committee should follow up
the work by urging and helping every

congregation in the Classis to carry out

the entire Campaign in the congregation.

3. In every congregation the needs are

aggressive leadership on the part of the

pastor, and the hearty co-operation of

every member. A Key-man will be of

great assistance to the pastor in the work
of the Committee on Evangelism. All

of the other -work of the Campaign with-

in the congregation should be under the

direction of the Congregational Mission-

ary Committee. This is a permanent
committee, appointed by the consistory,

and of it the pastor is a member. Con-
gregations which do not yet have a Mis-

sionary Committee should appoint one at

once. The permanent duties of this com-

mittee are to promote missionary educa-
tion, prayer and giving. Under its au-

spices the canvassing committee can be
secured and prepared for its work.

THE SIMULTANEOUS EVERY-MEMBER
CANVASS CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

THE CLASSICAL CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE

Some people do not believe in Mis-

sions because they do not have a right

to—thev do not believe in Jesus Christ.
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BOOKS WORTH WHILE.

Children at Play in Many Lands. A Book
of Games. By Katherine Stanley Hall.

Missionary Education Movement, New
York. Price, 75 cents.

This little book will be found to be very
interesting for the home, also for kinder-
garten schools as well as for missionary en-
tertainments and expositions. In nine chap-
ters the book treats of the games played by
children in that many lands. The play in-

stinct is universal. Playing and praying are
world-wide, and it is quite as interesting to

note how children play in different lands as

to observe how their fathers and mothers
pray. The numerous illustrations give the
book additional value.

Democracy and the Church. By Samuel
George Smith, Head of the Department of
Sociology, University of Minnesota. D. Ap-
pleton & Co., New York. Price, $1.50.

One of the dominant notes in our modern
life is the spirit of democracy. We hear of
it on all sides, in national, social and religious

life. The author traces this spirit through its

various forms and manifestations during the
Christian era. He discusses such themes as,

"Jesus and Democracy," "Papacy and Lib-
erty," "Luther and Liberty," "Social Influ-

ence of the Reformation," "Democracy and
Education," "Social Spirit of Modern Chris-
tianity," "The Democracy of To-morrow."
The book is intended to stimulate thought. It

deals with a very vital and interesting subject.
The place that is assigned the Church in our
future history is both encouraging and satis-

fying.

Sociological Study of the Bible. By Louis
Wallis. Formerly instructor in Economics
and Sociology in the Ohio State University.
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago.
111. Price, $1.50.

The subject of sociology is one that bulges
large in our modern thought. There is a
great social awakening, and men are study-
ing the problem in all its aspects. The Bible
for years was regarded as placing chief em-
phasis upon the salvation of the individual.
The volume before us clearly indicates its

great social content as well. To trace this in
a truly scientific way seems to be the purpose
of the book. It will doubtless open up many
an obscure passage of the Bible and will throw
a flood of light upon others. The book de-
serves very careful and thorough study. It

will prove to be indispensable in a full under-
standing of the social reconstruction that is

now going on. It will furnish endless sugges-
tions for sermons in line with modern tend-
encies of life and thought.

Efficient Religion. By George Arthur An-
drews. George H. Doran Company, New
York. Price, $1.00.

Here is a volume of sermon essays on cer-

tain profound yet practical questions. It dis-

cusses such subjects as Faith, Love, Prayer,
Forgiveness, Health, Consolation, Strength,

Joy, Peace, Power, and shows how these es-

sentials of our life are deepened and strength-
ened by religion. Concerning some of these
elements men are sometimes puzzled. The
author throws considerable light on certain
perplexing questions. There is no real con-
flict between modern scientific thought and the
claims of our religion, when the latter are fully

understood. The book helps to make this fact

very clear.

A Rural Survey in Maryland. Made by the
Department of Church and Country Life of
the Board of Home Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church. New York.
Under the auspices of this department nu-

merous surveys of different communities have
been made during the past few years. One
of the latest is a survey of Montgomery
County, Maryland. The results have been
published in a pamphlet covering 115 pages.

Every phase of life has been touched. It will

doubtless prove a revelation to the people who
themselves live in the community. It is a very
wholesome and hopeful sign when Christian

workers lay hold of their task in a thoroughly
scientific and statesmanlike manner. Surveys
of other communities will follow which will

enable Christian leaders and ministers to do
their work more intelligently and efficiently.

The pamphlet can be secured by addressing
the above at 156 Fifth avenue, New York.

There is but one thing that can

never turn into suffering and that is the

good we have done.

—

Maeterlinck.

There's no use sticking to the old ways
unless they're better than the new ways.
—Eliza Calvert Wall.

An elder of our Church made the re-

mark at the last Mount Gretna Mission-

ary Conference : "We try .to do too much
with too little." Where lies the fault?

Home Missions lie at the basis of our

benevolent work. Four-fifths of the be-

nevolence of our Church is contributed

by churches that once were, or now are,

receiving aid from the Board of Home
Missions.



-Editor-

Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D„ general secretary

THE HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL.

f #-|-%lHE annual meeting of the Home
I Missions Council was held in

hg|gfl| New York City on Tuesday and
Wednesday, January 14th and

15th. It was very largely attended by
representatives of the various Boards
and agencies doing Home Mission work
in this country. The aim of the Council,

as is well known, is to promote fellow-

ship, conference and co-operation among
the Christian organizations doing mis-

sionary work in the United States and
its dependencies. Only questions of a

general and far-reaching character were
discussed. There was a paper by Rev.

J. D. Nutting, setting forth the present

status and demands of the work among
the Mormons ; another one on Porto
Rico ; on Indian Missions in this coun-

try; on the new South and Home Mis-
sion work among the Negroes ; in rural

communities.

Considerable discussion was created on
the question of continuing the Neglected

Fields Survey. A great deal of material

has already been tabulated, setting forth

in a comprehensive and statesmanlike

way the results of previous surveys

made, particularly in fifteen of our West-
ern States. It is proposed that this sur-

vey shall be continued by a follow-up

survey in these same sections during
this coming fall.

Another subject which solicited con-

siderable discussion was the future ob-

"The more we come in touch with
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the more
time we spend alone with His Word,
the more we realize this: that we are
doing most for man when we go away
from men into the secret place with
God."

servance of Home Mission Week. It

was finally decided that Home Mission
Week should be observed annually. The
week between November 16th and 23rd
has been designated for this observance.

The subject that is to be stressed par-

ticularly in connection with this nation-

wide Home Mission campaign, is that of
Immigration. Text-books under the au-

spicies of the Missionary Education
Movement are now in process of prepar-

ation, and this movement also stands

pledged to co-operate in the way of ar-

ranging suitable literature in the con-

duct of this campaign.

The meeting was greatly enhanced by
a joint banquet at the Hotel Astor, on
Tuesday night, in which representatives

of the Executive Committee of the Fed-
eral Council, representatives of the For-

eign Missions Conference, which was in

session in New York at the same time,

representatives of the Home Missions

Council, and representative men and wo-
men of New York City participated. The
social spirit, as well as the "spread" did

eminent justice to the occasion. The in-

tellectual and spiritual feast was of the

highest order. The general theme of the

addresses at the banquet was "The Mis-

sion Task of the Church." The Vener-
able Archdeacon Cody, of Toronto, spoke

on "The Task of the Nations"; Dr.

Shailer Mathews, of the Chicago Uni-
versity, spoke on "The Social Task of

Christianity" ; Dr. Charles L. Thompson,
President of the Home Missions Coun-
cil, on "The Task of the Home Missions

Council"; Dr. Patton, of Boston, on

"The Task of the Foreign Missions in

the Light of Present Day Tendencies,"

and Dr. Robert E. Speer on "Power Ad-
equate to the Task."
The banquet was attended by over 500

guests. Your Board was represented by
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its President, Dr. C. E. Miller, Superin-

tendent J. C. Horning, Treasurer J. S.

Wise and the General Secretary. The
General Secretary was made a member
of the Executive Committee for the com-
ing three years, and also put on the Com-
mittee on Immigration.

All told, the meeting was of an ex-

ceptionally high order, and will likewise

result in co-ordinating the work of Home
Missions more effectively in this country.

ABIDING MEMORIALS.

In Ireland the traveler here and there

sees stone crosses, fifteen to twenty-five

feet high, set up a thousand years ago,

with beautiful carving on several sides

;

but this rich carving has been almost
destroyed by the elements, and, indeed,

it is wonderful that these memorial
stones are at all standing to-day, after

ten centuries of battling with heat and
cold, with storm and rain. It is very
certain, however, that some time or other,

sooner or later, though it may yet be
long, these great old pillars must return

to dust.

But our Church-building Funds will

abide forever. They are everlasting

memorials. They may, indeed, some day
change form, but their substance will

remain, not in dust, but in beauty; not
in dead atoms, but in living usefulness.

The eye of man may even lose sight of
them altogether, but the eye of God will

watch their hidden working, and in the
heavenly world even we also may per-

haps be able to follow i.heir interesting

service here in the Church on earth.

Your money put ini. this form of in-

vestment will, therefore, be forever safe

as well as useful. No financial storm can
disturb it. Such Funds are abiding me-
morials.

A LONG LINE OF MISSIONS.

People think it a great distance from
New York to London, about three thou-
sand miles ; but they do not know or do
not consider that it is an equal distance

from New York to Portland, Oregon.

To-day all these three thousand miles

are filled with cities and towns,

churches and schools, farms and fac-

tories; and so it has come to pass that

among others our own Church to-day

has a long line of missions reaching from
coast to coast.

About two hundred and fifty years

ago the general court of Massachusetts
was talking about building a road four-

teen miles into the wilderness, for some
purpose or other, a great undertaking in

that day. One man seriously opposed
this as a foolish and wasteful effort.

"For," said he "it is not likely that civil-

ization will ever get so far from the

coast."

Isn't that funny ! Likely it was not

so then. Probably no one even smiled,

for none of those men could see two hun-

dred and fifty years ahead, when the

wonderful things of to-day have turned

that speech into real amusement. Per-

haps some of that man's descendants to-

day live on the Pacific coast and occa-

sionally ride to Boston for a picnic.

But the same mistake was made less

than a century ago, by Thomas H. Ben-

ton. Speaking in Congress on some na-

tional question, he said that the Rocky
Mountains were the natural bounds of

American progress ! And he was a great

statesman and spoke seriously.

Yet Benton himself lived to see his

mistake, for ten years before his death

California was on the map.

Look at a map of the United States

and run your eye westward between the

fortieth and forty-fifth parallel of lati-

tude, and in every State between the

oceans you will find a Reformed church.

It was not so one hundred years ago

;

indeed, not so fifty years ago.

This great stretch of the Church, this

long line of missions, has great meaning

for us. We have made great progress

;

but better still, we have laid foundations

for future building, and to this we must

now heartily devote ourselves. We have

really done much, but, note well, far

more is yet to be done. For this let us

earnestly pray and also earnestly work.
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A LETTER FROM THE CLASSIS.

Some years ago one of our large

Classes issued a circular letter to every
communicant member, 10,000 copies of
it, distributed by the pastors, making an
earnest appeal for larger offerings for

the general work of the Church. The
letter said

:

"As a Classis we have never yet raised

our full share of money for benevolent
purposes. We have promised, but we
have not kept our promise. The result

has been suffering for our missionaries

and reproach for us. Let us make a

heroic Christian effort, that this year we
may not fail again."

What fruit that circular letter bore I

do not know, for it was given out a

dozen years ago; but such a letter, such
a strong word direct from the Classis,

should have given large results.

Such a letter, wisely distributed with
a kindly word from the pastor, such a

letter full of interesting facts which will

enable the people better to understand
what the Classis wishes them to do and
why they should, do this, should be sent

out by every Classis once a year. Our
people will heed it, think over it and fol-

low it. What is said from the pulpit im-

presses them, but they cannot keep in

mind so many details ; while such a print-

ed statement not only gives many facts,

but also each member has it in his own
hand for study and reference.

The cost will be trifling and not to be
at all considered, for the outcome will

tenfold cover the cost.

The Church must learn the value of

printer's ink. We must do our advertis-

ing of sacred things in the wisest way.
Announcement from the pulpit is one
form of it, but the printed page is far

more effective. Let us be at least as wise

as the world, which so well knows how
to interest and win people.

A BIT OF CHURCH HISTORY.

Our Lord finished His earthly work
at His ascension ; and our work—His
work transferred to us—began ten days
later, on the day of Pentecost, at the

coming of the Holy Ghost and the found-
ing of the Christian Church, in those

first Christian activities recorded in Acts
2: 37-47, preaching, teaching, baptizing

and gathering souls into the new king-

dom.
Here was the beginning of our work.

Then the Church spread, generation

after generation, from land to land, until

at length the Gospel reached our heathen

forefathers in what we now call Ger-
many and England, and they became
Christians.

Hundreds and hundreds of years pass-

ed and the Church having spread all over

Europe, because very strong and cor-

rupt ; and then four hundred years ago
came the great Reformation.
Two hundred years ago our fathers

came to this country from England, Ger-
many, Switzerland, France and Holland,

and this was the beginning of the Re-
formed Church in the United States.

Here also then the Church spread.

Congregations were organized and a

Synod followed. In 1825 a theological

seminary was opened ; a Board of Home
Missions was organized for taking care

of our scattered sheep; a church paper

was started to give our people the news
of the kingdom; and in time colleges

were opened for the education of young
men.
The Church spread to Western Penn-

sylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois,

crossed the Mississippi and the Rocky
Mountains and at length reached the

Pacific coast, fifty years ago.

So the Church grew. Our ten thou-

sand became one hundred thousand, and

to-day those have become three hundred
thousand. It took us, here in the United

States, one hundred and fifty years to

reach one hundred thousand communi-
cant members, and in the last fifty years

we have passed the second and even the

third hundred thousand.

"He who embraces in his prayer the

widest circle of his fellow creatures is

most in sympathy with the mind of

God. '

»
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Oh, that is a wonderful story of pro-

gress and success ; and the most wonder-
ful chapter is that of the last fifty years,

in which our Church has made remark-
able advances.

Out of fewness we have come to be
many. Out of feebleness we have come
to real strength. Out of poverty we
have come to large wealth. Out of utter

lack we have reached superb equipment
in educational and charitable institu-

tions ; while our missionary experience

has fitted us to meet the growing de-

mands of this generation.

What we to-day need more than any-
thing else is such a vision of the future

as will awaken in all our people the

strong desire and the earnest purpose to

carry the Church forward to still greater

strength and activity and usefulness.

We have wealth and brains, talents of

every kind, and above all we have God's
clear call to a far larger service ; let us
therefore heartily and unitedly give our-
selves to this sacred work of saving men.
In comparison nothing else is worth
while.

ADDITIONAL CHURCH-BUILDING FUNDS.

I
T gives the Board of Home Mis-

sions a great deal of pleasure to

report the receipt of a Church-
building Fund of $500 from

some members of the First Reformed
Church of Xenia, Ohio, Rev. Ernest N.
Evans, pastor. This Fund is a beautiful

memorial to a devoted mother who has
passed over into the Eternal Home. Such
a tribute of affection on the part of sur-
viving members in the family is most
fitting, and should inspire others to do
likewise. Here is another Fund. The
Missionary Society of Emanuel's Church,
at Hanover, upon the occasion of its

twenty-eighth anniversary, voted to give
the eighth Fund to our Board. What a
splendid record this missionary society
has ! It was one of the first to con-
tribute when these Funds were first

started way back in 1886. These good
people are to be congratulated and en-
couraged in the splendid work they are
doing in behalf of missions. And now,

here are several more. The Trinity Re-
formed Church of Palmyra voted to give
a Fund of $500 during this current year,

to be named "The Trinity Reformed
Church Church-building Fund." They
have a number of men diligently at work
gathering the money in a systematic way
from their people. At Campbelltown,
another congregation of the same charge,

it was voted several years ago to estab-

lish^ 'The Dr. Jonathan E. Hiester
Church-building Fund." Dr. Hiester
served this congregation for many years.

He was a noted preacher and pastor in

our denomination and did a great amount
of work during his time. It is most fit-

ting that this congregation, to whom he
ministered for so many years, should
thus honor his memory at this time.

WT

hat has been done by these two con-
gregations comprising this charge can
readily be done by many other congrega-
tions throughout the Church. It may be
a little premature to announce the prom-
ise of half a dozen other Funds which
will likely be paid for during this Jubilee

Year. Let pastors and people plan and
pray together concerning this work, and
I am quite sure that there will be a way
found whereby it will be made possible

for them to have a part in this Jubilee

campaign in the interests of Home Mis-
sions.

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

THE Executive Committee of the

Board of Home Missions met
at headquarters in Philadelphia

on January 15 and 16. In the

absence of Secretary Dr. Paul S. Lein-

bach, who within the previous quarter

transferred his membership to the Re-
formed Church of America and resigned

as a member of the Board and as its sec-

retary, Superintendent A. C. Whitmer
was appointed secretary pro tern. Sub-
sequently in the meeting suitable action

was taken on the withdrawal of Dr. Lein-

bach from the Board and Rev. J. II.

Mickley, of Johnstown, Pa., was elected

as recording secretary until the annual

meeting of the Board in July. This also

constituted him a member of the Execu-
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tive Committee for the time being. The
appointment of a member to fill the va-
cancy on the Board was deferred until

the annual meeting in July next.

The resignations of the following mis-
sionaries were accepted: F. S. Zaugg,
from Albemarle, N. C. ; A. G. Gekeler,
Lima, Ohio; C. A. Albright, Athens,
Mich. ; C. M. Brugh, Detroit. Rev. C. A.
Albright was ordered to be commission-
ed for Detroit from February 1, 1913,
and Rev. F. R. Lefever for St. Steph-
en's, Lebanon. The following missions
are engaged in the erection of new
church buildings : Warren, O. ; Louis-
ville, Ky.

;
Buffalo, N. Y.

;
Cumberland,

Md.; Rochester, N. Y.
;
Scottdale, Pa.;

Altoona, Pa.; St. Andrew's, Philadel-

phia; and the following are contemplat-
ing to begin on their new buildings with-
in a short time: Springfield, Ohio; To-
ledo, Ohio; Jenner No. 2; Lincolnton,

N. C. St. James', Allentown, was en-

rolled as a mission under the Board.
Superintendent J. C. Horning reported

the organization of a congregation of 28
members in the town of Tamms, 111.

Rev. J. Mori, our missionary at San
Francisco, Cal, is about to visit the

Orient, and was granted a leave of ab-

sence for three months.

Treasurer Wise reported net receipts

for the quarter in the general fund of

$18,640.04. The following table of com-
parison may be of interest to the Church :

COMPARISON OF SYNODICAL RECEIPTS

1912.

Eastern Synod $12,621.06
Potomac Synod 4,371.73
Pittsburgh Synod 4,218.41

Ohio Synod 3,415.96
Interior Synod 1,090.84

German Synods 385.38

Deduct

Net Decrease

,
JULY 1

1911.

$15,638.56

3,769.99

5,689.61

2,313,49

644.75

312.61

TO JANUARY

Increase.

$601.74

1,102.47

446.08

72.77

$2,265.64

1.

Decrease.

$3,017.50

1,471.20

$26,103.38 $28,369.02 $2,223.06 $4,488.70

26,103.38 2,223.06

$1,265.64

In the Church-building Fund account
the net receipts for the quarter were
$19,217.79. The Home Missionary Day
offerings up to January 1, 1913, are as

follows

:

Eastern Synod $1,427.32
Ohio Synod 1,228,52

Pittsburgh Synod .... 567.98
Potomac Synod 1,231.33

Interior Synod 514.94
Central Synod 26.09

$5,006.19
First, Denver $1,500.00
First, Lincolnton 860.54
Grace, Springfield . . . 1,456.64

Raised by beneficiaries 3,717.18

Gross offerings to Jan. 1, 1913 .$8,724.37

The Board felt itself overwhelmed by
the numerous applications for loans that

came before it. These applications

amounted to $26,000. How helpless the

Board was may be manifest by the state-

ment that already previous loans have

been granted aggregating to more than

$25,000 beyond our present available re-

sources. If these loans should all be

called for immediately, the Board could

not possibly meet the situation. Under
these circumstances no loans could be

voted at this meeting. The necessity of

"The work of intercession is the

greatest work a Christian can do—the

time we give is a proof of the interest

we feel."
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speedily increasing the Church-building

Funds must be apparent to everyone.

All of the missions that applied for loans

should have immediate relief. Their

work is crippled by further delay. Will

not the Church come to the rescue dur-

ing this Jubilee Year, during this cam-

paign for Church-building Funds and

enable the Board to supply a need that is

both urgent and imperative?

OBSERVATIONS OF THE TREASURER.

T. S. WISE.

IURING the last month I had the

pleasure of presenting the cause

of Home Missions in Lebanon,
Trappe, Norristown, Reading

and Philadelphia. At all these points

considerable interest was manifested in

our part of the work of the Church, and
I found the congregations keyed up to

their highest efficiency, due to the holi-

day season and the approaching of the

season when the activities of the Church
reach their highest point. With the em-
phasis which is now being placed on
Evangelism and the Every-Member Can-
vass, new life is already evident at this,

the beginning of our Jubilee observances.

The Church seems to be ready for a

great Forward Movement, and the pres-

ent Every-Member Canvass Campaign,
as well as the efforts of the Home Board
in behalf of its Church-building Funds,
seems to be opportune.

During this month my attention was
attracted to the efficient Junior Christian

Endeavor Society of Bethany Tabernacle,

Philadelphia. Here I found, due no
doubt to the consecrated efforts of its

superintendent, one of the livest Junior
Societies it has ever been my fortune to

see. Over 100 boys and girls intensely

interested for one hour in their religious

exercises ! This society is conducted
along very practical lines, the boys and
girls entering heartily into drills snowing
much familiarity with Bible verses, as

well as its divisions, books, authors, etc.

They are practicing what many Teacher
Training Classes are doing in our Sun-
dav Schools, and I am told that the in-

terest I saw is not unusual, but that it is

maintained throughout the year simply
by sticking to Bible study. Entertain-
ments, so often deemed necessary to hold
the young, are not needed here. Perhaps
a little more interest and care in the di-

rection of other Junior Societies, with
less time spent on entertainments, could
be successfully imitated elsewhere.

An enjoyable event which I attended
was the sixth anniversary of the pastor-

ate of our missionary, Rev. E. J. LaRose,
of the Messiah Reformed Church, Phila-

delphia. Here is a mission of an institu-

tional character that is doing a magnifi-

cent work, reaching a great number of
the unchurched, holding their interest

and developing lives that will prove a

blessing to the community in which the

church is located, as well as the Church
in general. Evidently the pastor is in

hearty accord with his people, and the

labors of the missionary certainly deserve

recognition and commendation.

LETTER FROM OUR HARBOR MISSION.

To the Rev. Board of Home Missions.

Dear Fathers and Brethren : It is

with pleasure, that your harbor mission-

ary reports on the work of the past three

months at the immigrant station, Ellis

Island. Not that we can boast of phe-

nomenal achievements or extraordinary

happenings and successes, we have done

our work as quietly and unostentatiously

as possible, but judging from letters of

appreciation, which were received from
our people, who were either benefited di-

rectly by our efforts, or by instruction

and advice were kept from reverses, we
are free to say, that the work of the Har-
bor Mission has not been in vain. Some
letters are touching in their very sim-

plicity. Thus a farmer from Minnesota

writes : Dear Pastor, we do not know you
personally, but we greatly rejoiced to

hear, how you have assisted our brother

in law and his family. We thank you
most heartily for this and remain, yours,

etc., unto death.—Another friend writes:

May you long continue to be a guiding

star for erring souls.
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"When the Church sets itself to pray
with the same earnestness and strength
of purpose that it has devoted to other
forms of Christian effort it will see the
Kingdom of God come with power. '

'

It may be worth noting, that our rela-

tions with the government have been most
pleasant and our influence on the island

is steadily increasing. This we simply
mention, as it enables us to do more good
and to be of greater assistance to people,

who are in distress or excluded by the
letter of the law. Furthermore, there are
quite a number of workers from various
denomination and agencies stationed at

the island. Our co-operation has been
most happy and complete, and your har-
bor " missionary has again been chosen
chairman of this body. Thus we could
do our work unhampered by unpleasant
incidents and we trust, that some good
has been done in the matter of bringing
souls nearer to Christ ; and we know that

quite a number of aliens are now enjoy-
ing the freedom and benefits of our great

country through the timely intervention

of your missionary. We have also been
quite liberally supplied with funds for

our benevolent work by the various Ger-
man congregations and readers of our
paper. These contributions would not be
sent, if the pastors and donors were not

convinced, that the purposes of the Har-
bor Mission are being attained as far as

human weakness and the present trend

of immigration permit this. It is most
pleasing to note that a warm interest in

our work is also taken by the English
speaking churches of our denomination.
This fact is attested to by the liberal

donations of clothes, etc., which we re-

ceive continually. We have unpacked
and distributed between thirty and forty

boxes and barrels of clothes during the

last month of the past year alone.

We have just celebrated the most suc-

cessful Xmas entertainment in the his-

tory of the Island. Addresses were de-

livered in half a dozen languages, and
presents distributed among 1,500 aliens,

besides what was given to the inmates of
the various hospitals.

Immigration has been abnormally
heavy for this season. More than twice
the number of aliens have sought our
shores than during the corresponding
months of the preceding year. This in-

dicates a satisfactory condition of the
industries of our country. In fact, the
labor market could not be supplied with
sufficient men skilled in the trades.

Naturally the heavy influx of foreigners

has brought with it a large quotum of
misery, dejection and despair. Also,

however, a great number of cases where
liberty and the pursuit of happiness were
ultimately achieved through the interven-

tion of willing helpers. We have worked
zealously in the interests of the poor ar-

rivals. We have visited all, comforted
the bereaved, prayed with the sick in

the hospital and talked salvation in Christ

Jesus to Protestants and Catholics, Jews
and Gentiles, old and young, in season

and out of season. And we are persuad-

ed that the seed sown will in time bear
fruit for the Master's kingdom. We
make it a point to have as many heart-

to-heart talks with the aliens as possible.

While this is not easy in the crowded
detention rooms, it seems to us the best

and only way to reach hearts and exert

an influence for Christ. In looking for

results it is not possible to state definite

numbers or gather statistical material,

as so few of the immigrants report their

final destiny, nor do the pastors take the

trouble to mention the results. Never-
theless, we think that various donations

from people who were assisted by us

either at the dock or at the Island and
sent by their respective pastors are suf-

ficient indication of the value of service

rendered. Thus we lately received $30
from a family in Ohio through their

pastor. We have conscientiously dis-

tributed this money and applied it where
it will do the most good.

Our correspondence has been unusual-

ly heavy, but we have worked willingly

at this, and also at our monthly paper,

which is read with the greatest interest

by increasing numbers. Our health has
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been good and we are truly grateful to

the Father in heaven for His gracious

support. In conclusion, we gratefully

acknowledge the ever sympathetic inter-

est of your Rev. Board. Wishing you
all a Happy New Year, sincerely and re-

spectfully yours,

Paul H. Land.

A NEW CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

We sometimes read of towns with no
churches whatsoever. Such a town was
Tamms, Illinois, until the second Sun-
day of December, when a congregation

of twenty-eight charter members was or-

ganized. During the summer months
Mr. E. H. Guinther, a theological stu-

dent, held services at this place in con-

nection with the Mill Creek charge.

After that services were continued once
a month, and with several week evening

services the way was prepared for this

organization. Rev. W. H. Bowers rep-

resented the Committee of Illinois Classis

and the Western Superintendent, the

Board of Home Missions. At the morn-
ing service the names of the charter

members were read, and it was decided

to proceed to organize a Reformed
church. After the adoption of a consti-

tution the following officers were elected

:

Mr. A. VanSickle, elder
;
Craig Hartman

and WT

illiam Watson, deacons.

At least five different denominations
are represented in the congregation

—

Reformed, Methodist, Presbyterian, Con-
gregational and Baptist. Three were re-

ceived by confirmation. It is the first

church ever organized in this town of

500 to 600 people. Other attempts have
been made, but this is the first success-

ful effort, and it was highly gratifying

to all. It has been a post office for at

least twelve years and a growing town
since the Mobile and Ohio Railroad es-

tablished yards there some seven years

ago. It is now a division point of this

road. It is a wide open railroad town,
dominated by the man whose name it

bears, and who owns a large part of the

town and the surrounding land. This
church is the first organized force for

righteousness, and it numbers some of
the best people in the town. This town
has frequently witnessed drunken brawls,

even to the taking of life.

At the evening services the officers

elected were ordained and installed. The
Lord's Supper was also celebrated, and
some children witnessed this sacred ser-

vice for the first time. The school house
in which the services were held is the

only place for the services at present. In

the spring steps will be taken toward
building a house of worship.

This becomes a part of the Mill Creek
charge, and will give substantial strength

to the same. This is real mission work,
and along the line recommended by the

Federal Council of Churches, recently

held in Chicago. At that meeting Bishop
Fallows, of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, told of the organization in South
Dakota of a Congregational church from
an assortment of representatives of seven
denominations, and he added, "he would
be glad to form a thousand such Congre-
gational churches." A like approval will

be given to this organization in Tamms,
111., where regular services have never
been held for any length of time.

J. C. H.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.

SUPERINTENDENT D. A. SOUDERS.

LL general workers in the Church
have peculiar opportunities to

observe methods of church

work. Indeed, it is very easy

to get more ideas than one can either

remember or make use of. It may be

fortunate for congregations that we can-

not try them out in any one congrega-

tion. There is, however, this advantage,

that most of the ideas have been tried

out somewhere, and it is comparatively

easy to separate the useful from the use-

less.

Now, for the last few years we have

been paying special attention to the an-

nual congregational meetings of congre-

gations, and of missions in particular

The meetings observed vary from the

simple old-fashioned gathering of the
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people after preparatory service to hear
the treasurer's report and to elect of-

ficers to such elaborate meetings as kept

the people together for the greater part

of the day. After several years of ob-

servation and after some conference with
missionaries and other ministers, and,

not to be neglected, a conference with a

good Methodist brother, who furnished
the writer with a copy of "Minutes of

Quarterly Conference Meetings," we
have ventured to suggest to the missions

of Pittsburgh and Ohio Synods the fol-

lowing order of business for congrega-
tional meeting. It has been praised by
brethren who have examined it, and it

has been criticized. In fact, its best

praise has been the criticism that it is

impossible.

It is, however, good. We write with
unusual confidence in this matter, be-

cause, as already intimated, it has been
tried. It is not original. Before send-

ing out the form, the Superintendent had
already attended such meetings in a num-
ber of missions, and since it has been is-

sued several of the forms properly filled

out have been returned. A recent tour

of missions in Ohio Synod revealed the

fact that at least the missions at Lima,
Ohio, at Toledo, Ohio, at Detroit, Mich.,

and at Warren, Ohio, have for several

years spent an entire evening of the

week in holding their meetings after the

plan here suggested. Since then a visit

to Akron brings the information that for

several years East Market Street Mis-
sion holds such a meeting on New Year's

Day, and that the greater part of the day
is spent in the church. Similar reports

might be made for missions in Pitts-

burgh Synod. We mention only one, be-

cause we found peculiar pleasure in at-

tending the meeting. It was at McKees-
port, on New Year's evening. It did

not follow our plan entirely, but did so

to all intent and purpose. More than 100

people, members and friends of the con-

"The neglect of prayer by the
Church at home means defeat at the

front of battle."

gregation, were there, and all were made
welcome. There was nothing to hide
from outsiders.

First came a musical and literary en-

tertainment lasting probably forty-five

minutes. Then we were urged to go
promptly to the basement of the church
for the business meeting. Now, the mis-
sion recently had thirty accessions, large-

ly brought in through the "Billy" Sun-
day campaign in the city. After a short

prayer these were welcomed to the con-

gregation in a happy speech by Prof.

List, in which he set forth very briefly

the characteristics of the church which
they have joined. Then came reports

from the treasurers of the congregation,

which showed a balance in every treas-

ury. Next the pastor made report of his

work. Here followed the election of of-

ficers, and while the tellers were counting

the vote several interesting and forceful

appeals were made for interest and help

in the work of the coming year. The
pastor spoke of church attendance and

especially of catechisation, or, as he put

it, the minister's class for instruction.

Prof. Eisenhaur, an elder, made an

appeal for the Church paper in every

home, and other members appealed for

other phases of the work.

The budget for the coming year was
presented by the pastor and was dis-

cussed and adopted by the members pres-

ent. The tellers came forward to report,

and after this the meeting was closed

with an invitation to everybody to remain

for a lunch. We regret that time did

not permit us to enjoy this with the

people. Suffice it to say, only a very few

persons left before the lunch. All this,

by the way, and to show that it is a

great help to the work to present all

facts pertaining to the life and work of

the congregation to all the members of

the congregation in the annual congre-

gational meeting.

The Superintendent of the Central

District had two distinct disappointments

during the last month. First, he thought

that moving from one house into another

could be accomplished in at least three
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days, one to pack up, one to move, and
one to fix up. Well, it could not be done,

and the only lesson learned was, is it

worth while to get many books or to

keep books more than a few years old

or to accumulate household goods, or to

move? We won't do it again till we
must.

The second disappointment was not so

serious. It came from the failure of a

purpose to spend two full weeks with

the family, to become better acquainted

with the boys. We could not do this be-

cause there are a number of vacant mis-

sions in the district and six missions

building new churches, and therefore

wishing to see the Superintendent at un-

expected times. When, however, a man
cannot spend his time with his own boys,

there is no season of the year when it

is so interesting to be in the families of

other people and become acquainted with
their boys and girls as December. This
world is full of compensations. Look
for them.

We made another resolve on New
Year's, not voluntarily, but at the sug-

gestion of the Simultaneous Every-Mem-
ber Committee

—

i. e., to set aside at least

the month of January to help along this

work. It is a very worthy object and
much needed in our Church, so there is

great encouragement in keeping the

resolution. It affords an excellent in-

troduction, too, for appeals for Church-
building funds, as we go from congre-
gation to congregation. We made a lib-

eral, omnibus offer to the committee of
Westmoreland Classis to help anybody,
anywhere, at any time in the month, in

any kind of work under the comprehen-
sive plan of the committee. We are still

free for half the month. Which leads to

the remark that though busy every Sun-
day of the year, it would be well for

missionary workers to spend more of
their time in the self-supporting congre-
gations. Shall we come at our conveni-

ence or wait for an opportune time?
New churches are being built at

Rochester, New York, Warren, Ohio

;

Louisville, Ky. ; Scottdale and Jenner,
Pa., and Cumberland, Md. All are to

be finished within a few months, so in-

dications are favorable for a busy but

happy three months' work with them.

How we would rejoice if they could all

be dedicated with no or little debt. They
could be if our Jubilee Fund for Church-
building purposes were completed. May
we not expect our friends to report their

good intentions in the matter promptly?

Thinking again of things learned by
the way, reminds us of a visit to Lima,
where a music dealer who had sold a

piano to the mission favored the people

at the anniversary of the Aid Society

with a "Victrola" concert, which includ-

ed songs, hymns, selections from opera

and selections from oratorios. Some one
ma)f be shocked to hear operas mention-

ed. If we need to bear in mind that

some of our hymn tunes are taken from
that source. At any rate, this particular

concert was not only interesting, but

helpful because of the music selected

and rendered. We since then enjoyed a

similar concert with comments inter-

spersed, and we commend the method of

entertainment to other missions.

At Toledo we enjoyed the hospitality

of both our missionaries, Rev. Mr. J.

Henry Hornung, of the English church,

and Rev. Eugene Boros, of the Hun-
garian church. It is a delight to meet

these brethren and their good wives, but

this time there are things of special in-

terest to report. The English mission is

thriving as never before. We are now
well known in the community, largely

because of the special efforts being made
for helpful evening services. The Sun-

day School has outgrown its quarters

and is now housed partly in the base-

ment and partly in the auditorium.

Plans are under way to enlarge the build-

ing during the summer.
In the Hungarian church we enjoyed

meeting a large audience in the after-

noon, and we enjoyed even more a tem-

perance lecture given to about sixty

Hungarian men in the assembly room of

the church by Dr. Connelly, a noted

surgeon of the city. It was a plain talk

in simple language which went right
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home to the men present. If it did not

in English, it must have reached them in

the translation given by the pastor. It

was well received and will no doubt do
good. It might even be well to have such
lectures in our English congregations.

We forego the desire of giving an out-

line of the address simply because time

and space forbid.

The first Sunday of the new year was
spent in Akron, Ohio, with the mission

at Kenmore in the morning, where Holy
Communion was enjoyed by an unusual-

ly large congregation. This was rather

remarkable because the mission has been
without a pastor for some time. The
Sunday School, too, was very well at-

tended. In fact, it seems that this mis-

sion has determined not only to keep up
well during the vacancy, but to welcome
a new pastor with enlarged attendance

and increased energy. It was a delight

to be with the mission.

The evening was spent with the mis-

sion on East Market street. The service

was the first of two weeks' special ser-

vices, in which the pastor is aided by
Rev. Mr. Reichert, of Berlin, Ohio. Rev.
Mr. Reichert has a very ready flow of

speech and much evangelistic fervor, and
will no doubt awaken much interest in

the community. We hope to hear of a

goodly number of accessions. The mis-

sion is without debt and will enlarge its

building in the near future.

HOME MISSIONS OF THE SYNOD OF THE
NORTHWEST AND THE CENTRAL

SYNOD.

REV. G. D. ELLIKER.

The Executive Board of Home Mis-
sions of the Synod of the Northwest and
the Central Synod, held its quarterly

meeting December 30th, in St. Thomas'
Mission at Chicago. The following mem-
bers were present : Rev. F. Mayer, D. D.,

president; Rev. H. W. Vitz, secretary;

Rev. J. F. Winter, treasurer, and Rev. F.

Kalbfleisch, also Rev. O. Steinmetz, from
St. Thomas' Mission, and Rev. G. D.

Elliker, general secretary.

The reports of the missionaries with a

few exceptions reached the Board in due
time. These reports give an account of
the work of the missionaries during the
last quarter. We are glad to report, that

of our fifty-two Missions there are but
five without pastors at the present time,

namely: Upham, N. D. ; Glen Ullin, N.
D. ; Pheasant Forks, Canada, Bluff City,

Kans., and Dayton, Ohio. We expect
to have a missionary for Upham, N. D.,

in the near future, and Dayton, Ohio, is

served by Central Seminary. Nearly all

the missionaries report progress and gain
of new members. Some have built new
churches, others parsonages, others have
made various improvements and some
have made payments on their debts. The
missionaries report a good attendance at

the Sunday services and also at the mid-
week prayer meetings. Reports show
that a good work is being done in the

Sunday Schools and among the young
people. The standing of the Sunday
Schools is very good, which shows good
work on the part of the missionaries.

We are sorry to report that one of our
missionaries is detained from his work
by sickness, the Rev. Alvin Grether, mis-
sionary at Stewart, Wis. The Board
sympathizes with the brother and hopes
and prays that God may soon restore his

health. The wife of Rev. Bodenmann
Walseley, Canada, was sick in bed, while

her husband was doing missionary work
in western Canada, far from home and
about a week without mail or telegraph

communication. We appreciate the self-

sacrificing service this brother is render-

ing the Church and hope the Lord will

soon restore his wife's health and give

him strength and courage to carry on the

important work the Board has entrusted

to him.

The Board is glad to report a decided

step forward in its work by the calling

of a missionary at large for North and
South Dakota in the person of the Rev.

F. Aigner, from Cleveland, Ohio. We
are glad to report that Brother Aigner
has accepted this important call and will

have entered upon his work by the time

this report appears in print. For the

present he will reside at Aberdeen, S. D.
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In North and South Dakota there are a

large number of new settlements where
also some of our members are without

Sunday Schools and the preaching of the

Gospel. It will be the duty of Brother
Aigner to visit these new settlements,

and, if possible, organize congregations

and serve them from time to time until

pastors can be secured for them. Rev.
Aigner is an experienced missionary and
the Board has full confidence in him and
his work. Let us all remember him in

our prayers that the Lord may give him
courage and strength to do the difficult

but important work the Church has en-

trusted to him.

Another step forward has been taken

by the Board in the calling of the Rev.

C. H. Riedesel, of Portland, Ind., as mis-

sionary at large for Idaho and Wyoming.
Last summer Rev. Rittershaus, of Men-
no, S. D., was instructed by the South
Dakota Classis to visit some fields in

Idaho and he foud there settlements that

were very much in need of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ. The work of Brother Rie-

desel in Idaho and Wyoming will be of

great importance to our Church, as we
are not yet represented in these States.

We are glad to report that Brother Rie-

desel has accepted this call and will re-

move to his new field of labor by the

coming spring. Let us remember him
also as well as his important work in our
prayers that the Lord may strengthen

him in his difficult and important work
and crown his efforts with success. May
God grant that through him the Bread of
Life may be brought to many a hungry
soul and that our Church may through
his efforts be established in the States of

Idaho and Wyoming.

From the above items the reader can
readily see that we are pushing forward
in the Nwork of Home Missions and that

we have men in our Church who are will-

ing to give up good congregations and
consecrate themselves to the Lord's ser-

vice in our Church out on the pioneer
front. They are willing to sacrifice the

conveniences of life and a home in a well

settled community and take up the work
of the Church amid the hardships of

pioneer-life. This should certainly be
a matter of rejoicing in our Church. Let
us not forget to show our appreciation
toward these brethren for the work they
are willing to do and praise the Lord for
giving us such men in the Church.
Now last but not least, let us not for-

get that these brethren and all our mis-
sionaries need our support. They must
have food, clothing and shelter the same
as anybody else. Let us not forget that
these forward movements will add con-
siderably to our expenses. In paying our
missionaries for the last quarter we again
were necessitated to borrow money. We
want to plead with you not to let this

important work of our Church suffer at

this time, when God has opened before
us the doors of opportunity in giving us
these new fields and these well qualified

men to send into them. Let us all sup-
port this work with larger gifts and with
more fervent prayers for the Lord's
blessing.

It is the mission of the Church to be as a
radiant city on a hill, and to supply to life

such clear motives that all the meaner ones
shall be destroyed. Light is endowed with
magnificent antiseptic power. Radium is the
enemy of disease. And amid all the crawling
things of subtlety, compromise and sinuous
self-seeking let the church "send forth her
light and her truth," and let the true motives
shine before men like the illumined domes of
some fair city in the sunlight of a cloudless
noon.

—J. H. Jowett.

To every young person there comes in the
bright days the opportunity of living a beau-
tiful life, but it comes only once, and it stays
only for a little while. The vision will not
wait. "Me ye have not always," it says. There
are some things we can do any time, but this is

not true of following Christ. We think it is

—

that we can accept him and take the blessings
of his love when we will, but it is not true.

Delay dulls and hardens our hearts. Delay
uses up the moments of his waiting and we
say, "I will take him now;" we turn and he is

gone.

—J. R. Miller.

One hundred and forty missions are on
the roll of the Board of Home Missions.

Eighty-one additional are on the roll of

the German Boards.
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A PRAYER FOR CHINA.

O Lord, our God, Father of all men and
ruler of the nations, show forth Thy power,

we pray Thee, at this time in China, and do

Thou so guide and control the affairs in that

great nation that Thy Kingdom may be set

up in the hearts of the people, and that law
and order, justice and peace may everywhere

prevail. Save from pride and prejudice, from
ignorance and self-seeking, all those who
lead and rule, giving them the spirit of wis-

dom and counsel to discern the times and to

act for the welfare of the people; so that

the government may be stable and the cause

of truth and righteousness set forward in

China for all generations. All this we ask

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WANTED—HOSPITAL WORKERS.

Our China Mission has cabled the

Board of Foreign Missions for a physi-

cian and nurse. There is great urgency
that these workers should reach the field

at the earliest possible date. The Board
hereby invites applications from prop-

erly qualified persons. The physician

should have some experience in surgery,

and the nurse a regular hospital training.

Members can aid the cause of medical

missions by making this need known, and
by sending the names of available and
suitable persons to the Secretary, who
will furnish all desired information.

THAT CHINESE OUTPOST.

Our Mission Study Secretary, Mr.
John H. Poorman, made an address last

December in the Pleasantville Reformed
Church, of which Rev. John Lentz is the

faithful pastor. He told the people of

the two important stations of our China
Mission, and that owing to the lack of

support, Shenchowfu was in danger of

being lost to the Reformed Church. It

struck a responsive chord in one broth-

er's heart. His name is not given. In

sending to his pastor one dollar, he gave
his views, which deserve wide publicity.

He writes

:

"It seems to me that where an im-

portant position has been gained that

every effort should be made to retain it,

and that it is the duty as well as a priv-

ilege of everyone who is a believer in our
Lord Jesus Christ to help and strengthen

and cheer those who are doing His great

work in foreign.lands as well as at home.
One cannot do it all, but if each one
would give a little each month, not only

would that position be saved, but the

cause of Christ greatly advanced. En-
closed find January contribution for that

Chinese outpost."

Rev. C. Wisner, of Indianapolis, In-

diana, has the honor of sending the first

Foreign Mission Day contribution.

YOU WILL WANT IT.

Our Field Secretary, Rev. Jacob G.

Rupp, has given the Church the benefit

of his experience in a splendid tract

—

"The Pastor's Problem"— which can be

had for the asking from the Board of

Foreign Missions. The expense of

printing was provided by friends of the

cause. We commend both the tract and

the deed of the donors, and trust their

influence will continue to be felt in the

Church.

"We have no right to send out mis-

sionaries unless we mean to back them
up by prayer."

67
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Front View of Lakeside Schools Buildings, Yochow City, Hunan, China.

GLORIOUS NEWS FROM YOCHOW.
In a private letter to the Secretary of

the Board of Foreign Missions, Dr. Wil-
liam E. Hoy, of the Lakeside Schools,

communicates this glorious news

:

"We have had the best Christmas this

year at Yochow. All our meetings were
well attended and the Gospel was faith-

fully preached. Last Sunday I baptized

sixteen students and three infants. Forty-

three communicants partook of the

Lord's Supper in the Lakeside congrega-

tion.

"We have had a splendid term of

school, and we feel the stronger for it.

Onward ! Upward ! God is leading us

!

He owneth His work!"

A MOST HOPEFUL MESSAGE.

In the midst of the Revolution in

China, last year, Bishop Bashford sent

to the Methodist Episcopal Church in this

country the following stirring message:

"Three facts serve to light up the pres-

ent darkness

:

"First. If Christianity had never come
to China, the Chinese would still be

asleep. We must not be afraid of that

of which the Manchus, with some degree

of anger, and the Chinese, with some de-

gree of gratitude, recognize that we are

at least the indirect cause.

"Second. God is watching over China
and ourselves alike. He will cause the

wrath of man to praise Him, while the

remainder of the wrath He will restrain.

"Third. Everything seems to be going

into the melting pot, and Christianity at

last has an opportunity to furnish the

molds into which a new civilization of

one- fourth of the human race may be

cast. Of all times in history, now is the

time for the Churches to put forth every

effort to aid the Chinese people in re-

modeling their institutions and shaping

their destiny.

"The greatest compliment ever paid

the United States in its history was when
400,000,000 of people accepted its form
of government as their model."

THINK OF THIS.

Mrs. Edwin A. Beck, who is in the

Battle Creek Sanatarium for treatment,

writes

:

We have the opportunity at Battle

Creek to hear many missionaries tell of

their work. Dr. Nassau, who spent fifty

years in the West
.
Africa, the White

Man's Grave, is here and is giving in-

teresting and instructive talks on that

great Mission field.

I heard Dr. Gales, of Africa, relate the

following incident

:

A professor from Chicago University

was in Africa and called at their Mission.

It was Sunday and they were having

communion service. After the sermon,

when the heathen arose to leave, the pro-

fessor arose also, but was asked to re-

main. One of the native Christians made
the consecratory prayer and at the close

made this petition: "Dear Lord, our

friend from America is a great and wise

man, but we have heard he does not love

Thee. Dear Lord, may he see something

in us that will make him think more of

Thee."
That should be the desire of every

Christian to have the unsaved see some-

thing in us that will make them love our

Lord.
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OUE SILVER WEDDING.

Hoy-Ault, December 27, 1887.

O-DAY, thou twin-soul of my life,

I count the years since thou didst

take

For me the holy name of wife
And of my home a heaven make.

It is not time I count but love,

Thy gift of gold which years refine;

One score and five can only prove
That thou art more than ever mine.

Pure as the angels are in light,

I see thee now a happy bride,

So trustful, winsome, and so bright,

More soul than body, by my side.

By sacred rite God made us one
In mystic union of two hearts;

The will divine in us was done
Through life the Lord Himself imparts.

To all thy virtues time has brought
The crowning worth of motherhood

;

Creative thought in thee has wrought
What God beholding calleth "good."

Our first-born fell on sleep at birth;

We kissed the hand that smote our joy;

Away from sin, too fair for earth.

The angels took our beautiful boy.

And later at that Hankow grave

Our hearts were pierced as with a knife

We clung to Him who died to save,

—

Our Resurrection and our Life.

Our laddie pushed the gates ajar

And let us see what Heaven is;

From death to life is never far,

Our grief was but our David's bliss.

Four earnest souls are with us yet,

Two boys, two girls, a sterling band;

On them our highest hopes are set

To serve our God with heart and hand.

To-day, my love, we are denied
The joy of seeing face to face;

But thou art still my blushing bride,

I feel thy presence and thy grace.

True soul, I sit and dream of thee,

And all the years are but a day;
For thy sweet self so lives in me
That time no longer marks my way.

I turn to thee across the seas,

And lightly does the whisper fall

;

I find in thee my strength and peace;
Pure woman gives to man her all.

In God's own plan we live apart,

But near to-day thy form I see;

In all the deepest things of heart,

Both time and space are kind with me.

The earth is mantled o'er with snow,
The hills and plains are all in white;

Sweet memories through my day-dreams blow,
I see my wife in God's own light.

Queen of my heart, thou life more dear,

It is not night though thou be far;

Thy love has made my pathway clear,

Thy faith is more than guiding star.

Of thee to-day I sing my song,

Of thee, my wife, my heart's desire:

From morn till night, the whole day long,

Our love burns like a living fire.

Lakeside Schools, Yochow City, China, De-
cember 27, 1912.

Ah ! dearest Jesus, Holy Child,

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,

Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
My heart for every joy doth leap,.

My lips no more can silence keep,

I, too, must sing, with joyful tongue,

That sweetest ancient cradle song,

"Glory to God in highest Heaven,
W7ho unto man His Son hath given-"

While angels sing, with pious mirth,

A glad New Year to all the earth.

—Martin Luther.

linnniin!
•. fpfstti
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Rear View of Lakeside Schools Buildings, Yochow City, China.
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THE NEW DAY IN OLD CHINA.

BV ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW.

HOD is waiting in our day to ful-

fill His promise to China : "Be-
hold, I make all things new."
This oldest of nations is pass-

ing through the throes of a new birth.

The ancient order changeth, giving place

to new. Great indeed has been the sud-

den political upheaval in the Empire, but

greater still the mental and moral trans-

formation in the people. It is one thing

to establish a republic, but it is quite an-

other to qualify the citizens. Those who
have led in the overthrow of the imperial

throne are not unmindful of the fact that

the new form of government needs a new
type of men—men of noble ideals, of

riigh resolve, of true courage, and of

patient endurance. Fortunately, the men
in official positions in many of the prov-

inces have been under the influence of

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They know
the power of Christianity. They see the

need of the missionary. They value the

help of the Christians in America.

Some years ago Prof. Henry Drum-
mond already saw in China "the greatest

mission field in the world." It is this

without a rival. It is so because its great

empire is open to missionaries, its gov-

ernment is favorable to reforms, and its

people are ready for a new civilization.

Think of its size—over four million

square miles ! Think of its population

—

over four hundred millions of people

!

And then think of its need—there is

more physical, mental and spiritual desti-

tution in China than in any other quarter

of the globe.

This great nation is looking to the

United States for help. We have the

men and the means to bring the millions

in China to the feet of Jesus. We are

rich in everything to carry the Gospel
into every province of that vast republic.

Both our opportunities and responsibili-

ties are unutterably great. How we will

face the situation, and solve it is the

problem of the hour.

The Chinese people have come to the
parting of the ways. They are emerging
from an apathetic past in which they

have been buried for hoary ages, and
they are eager to learn the lessons of

modern freedom. "China for Christ" is

the cry of China's own native Christian

Church, born of the Spirit of God, and
bathed in the blood of Chinese Christian

martyrs. But what is that small band
of native Christians—those few weak
followers of Christ, among so many who
are still lying at death's dark door? Do
we not hear their cry ringing in our ears,

and is not the Saviour calling for wit-

nesses in China : "Also I heard the voice

of the Lord saying, whom shall I send,

and who will go for us? Then said I,

Here am I, send me."

When the Government at Washington
a few years ago issued a call for ten men
to go to China as legation students, 250
applied for appointment. There are

more foreigners in China for business

and in government positions than for ser-

vice for Christ. To the great whitening

harvest field in China—the awakening
empire—the new republic—how few are

offering themselves for service ! It is an

unique opportunity for the largest invest-

ment of men and means the Churches

have ever placed at the service of Christ.

It is the conviction of the 4,200 mission-

aries in China that the Church has never

risen to anything like a comprehension

of what God waits to do when the

Church is sacrificial, united, and prayer-

fully in line for the consummation of his

eternal purpose. Whatever the future

has in store for China, that mighty nation

will never return to its hermit state, but

all indications warn us that she may at-

tain power without restraint, and knowl-

edge without wisdom. The only power

on earth that can give it new shape and

guide it into new issues is Christianity.

Therefore, the responsibility of the

Christian Church is a tremendous one,

and the heaviest burden rests upon Chris-

tian America. We can give to China

more than any other nation those things

that China wants to learn. We have got

to give China those things that have

really made us great—those great spirit-

ual truths which are life, light and love in

Christ Jesus.
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Last February seventy-five officers,

members and missionaries home on fur-

lough, representing the Foreign Missions
Boards of United States and Canada,
met in New York City for an all-day con-
ference on the situation in China. The
judgment of that conference was that "so
great an opportunity as God now offers

in China is a sovereign summons. It de-

mands of us the enlargement of our
horizons, the expansion of our faith, the

acceptance of our duty, and the eager
and joyful exercise of our fellowship

with Christ in ministering to the need of
an awakened nation, and in hastening the

coining of His world-wide kingdom by
an unprecedented advancement. May
the Church in China and in the West be
found equal to this opportunity!"

SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY IN PEKING.

The eyes of the world are now on
China. One year ago this ancient em-
pire became a New Republic. New forces

are at work to make it a Christian na-

tion. During last October a Sunday
School rally was held in Peking, the

capitol of the New Republic, with over

2,000 children present. The different

schools came marching to the Church,
where the rally was held, with banners
and flags. After the service the line of

march was almost a mile long. With
such an army of Christian boys and girls,

it will not be long until all over China,

the grand hymn can be sung

:

"Behold the King of Glory pass

;

The cross hath won the field."

The Bible tells us "Owe no man any-

thing but to love one another." Do we
as Christians owe anything to China?
Yes. To China we owe our knowledge
of china and silk and tea. Many Chris-

tians are studying about China during

this year. Is it not time for us to pay
our debt to China? Let us by our pray-

ers and offerings help to win the Chinese

Ask of Me, and I will give thee the

nations for thine inheritance and the

uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.

for Christ. Our opportunity is our re-

responsibility.
,

There are 200,000,000 of Chinese
women. China's only hope lies in Chris-

tianizing China's women. A Chinese
school girl began to ask herself : "Why
must I suffer such unspeakable agony
with these crippled feet? Why do none
of the women of this village know how to

read? Why may I have no voice in de-

ciding whom I shall marry? Why is

there no comfort in life and no hope for

the life after death?" Can we not help

to improve the condition of women in

China? Here is an old Chinese saying,

and it shows the estimate the Chinese

have placed on their girls :—
"We keep a dog to watch the house,

A pig is useful, too,

We keep a cat to catch the mouse,
But what can we do with a girl like

you?"

HUNAN.
REV. A. R. KEPLER.

T"~HHE readers of The Outlook of
Missions will welcome extracts

SSI taken from an interesting arti-

* ' cle, in The Assembly Herald, by
a former member of our Church. Some
will recall his miraculous escape from
losing his life at Hankow during the Re-
bellion.)

The face of China has undergone quite

a change in the past twelve months, at

least in Hunan. Unfortunately we can-

not say that the change in appearance has
invariably been for the better. Almost
every eligible citizen is making a stren-

uous effort to raise a mustache, mostly
with feeble results. It is nearly as diffi-

cult to find a queue in Hunan to-day as

it was to see a queueless man a year ago.

So many of the men find a perfectly clean

shave of the pate the easiest way of get-

ting rid of the offending queue, that one
at first wonders if a large part of the male
population has joined some Buddhist
monastic order. Most of the rest have
their hair cut in such individualistic styles

that one is tempted to wish that they, too,

would join the shavers. You see, we are

a thousand miles from the coast, and we
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are a little behind our fellow citizens

there in adjusting ourselves perfectly to

the styles of the West. But give us time

:

we are anxious to learn. However, some
of the young men in our schools are

really quite fine looking in their new
Western coiffure, giving us a glimpse of

what the face of China will be at its best,

not many years hence.

Speaking of schools, the new era has

popularized our Mission Schools, and

the number of students has greatly in-

creased.

The hospital, too, is showing the fruits

of the new era. The work of the doc-

tors and the Red Cross during the

war, has given many who were sus-

picious of the western Aesculapius

with his magic drugs and his still

more fearsome knife, a confidence

and trust, which finds expression in

the increased number of patients

who come to the clinic for treatment.

Last week a number of disbanded

soldiers got into a fight with some of

the regulars in town, with the result

that Dr. Tooker was busy long after

midnight trying to repair the dam-

ages inflicted. Even so, three died,

while two are still in the hospital,

convalescing.

There is no doubt that the citi-

zens of China are showing a friend-

lier attitude toward Christian propa-

ganda than did the subjects of the

Manchu emperor. The fact that

the spirit of the Manchus had

been anti-Chrstan and anti-foreign,

made it more natural for the new tenden-

cies to be in the opposite direction. As
an illustration of this : A Chinese pastor

in Shanghai said that he had heard the

people saying that since the old govern-

ment has been put away, the people will

have to change their religion also, and

idol worship will have to cease.

The fact that many leaders in the new
government are Christians or are in sym-

pathy with Christianity, is undoubtedly

a great factor in influencing the masses

to be more friendly and open-minded.

Tn Wu Chang, earlier in the year, there

gathered over two hundred delegates,

both Christian and non-Christian, to dis-

cuss the formation of "The Army of
Heavenly Salvation," whose object was
to be the adoption of Christianity as the

national religion, with complete freedom
of religious belief. The father of two
boys in our school,—a wealthy ex-official,

—told Mrs. Lingle that he would like

to see both his boys become Christians

and join the Church ; an attitude very dif-

ferent from that of former years.

Our Mission has just taken over the

work and Christians of the London Mis-
sionary Society which has withdrawn
from Hunan. This makes our Mission,

in workers, territory occupied, and Chris-

tian membership, the largest mission

working in Hunan. With the present op-

portunities, and with the prayers and
support of the Church at home, we
should reap an abundant harvest. For
us in Hunan, the revolution came a lit-

tle too early to enable us adequately to

cope with the situation. We need trained

workers for our day schools, and trained

evangelists for our out-stations. Our
work in the province has not been es-

tablished sufficiently long for our schools

to have had time to have trained men for

these purposes. Until that time comes,
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we must rely upon the other provinces

to supply us with trained men.

Our Mission has just decided to open
a new station, in Changsha. This is the

capital of the province, as well as its

industrial and educational centre. It is

one of the most prosperous and influen-

tial cities in the country. Here meet the

scholar and student, merchant and states-

man; here public opinion is formulated,

then disseminated to the ends of the prov-

ince. Hunan,—and, in Hunan, Chang-
sha,—has had more than her proportion-

ate share in influencing the old empire,

and in helping to mould the New Re-
public.

GOD ANSWERS OUR HOPES.

In the work of Missions God answers
our hopes "above all that we ask or

think." How true this is in view of the

march of progress in China! Four hun-
dred years ago Martin Luther cried in

despair, "Another hundred years and it

will all be over, and the Word of God
will perish from the earth for the want
of some one to preach it." William
Milne who went to help Morrison in

China in 1813, looking down the century

prophesied that "before a century had
passed a thousand converts would be
gathered out of China to the Cross of
Christ." Instead of a thousand there are

at least a million who bow the knee at the

name of Jesus.

THE PASSING OF THE IDOL.

BY REV. GEORGE F. FITCH.

Forty years ago the writer was strug-

gling with the intricacies of the Chinese
language, trying to detect those delicate

distinctions in sound which are so easy

to the Chinese but so difficult to the un-

trained foreigner, and without

which he might be calling a foreigner

a sheep, or the Lord of Heaven, the

Cook of Heaven. Many valuable

helps have since been provided for

the acquisition of this marvelous

language, so that the road is some-

what shorter and not quite so thorny,

but the Chinese language, with its

strange sounds and symbols and
idioms, still remains.

But for Christianity the decisive

hour would seem to have come.

There are open doors such as never

existed before. There are opportun-

ities which are simply glorious in

their possibilities, provided the Chris-

tian Church is prepared to enter in

with needed men and means, and a

faith that will move mountains.
China is at the parting of the

ways, not only as regards her

government, but also as regards

her religion. She is parting rapidly,

in many places, with her idolatry. It

is said that in one city in the south the

Buddhist nunneries have all been closed.

All inmates beyond thirty years of age

are allowed to remain, and will be cared

for at the public expense. Those be-

tween fifteen and thirty are to be adver-

tised and sold for wives at two dollars

and a half each, while those under fiftee n

are to be placed in training schools and

well taught and provided for. In some
places even Confucius is being dethroned
from his position as a demi-god, and
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given only his appropriate place as a phil-

osopher and a sage.

The great question of the hour is, shall

this great people be taught what sin really

is ; and that while the wages of sin is

death, yet the gift of God is eternal life

through Jesus Christ? We rejoice great-

ly in the Forward Movement which is

taking place in the United States, looking

to a campaign somewhat commensurate
with the demands of the hour. Our trust

is that it will not be a spasmodic effort,

but long continued and persistent, until

all of these millions shall know Christ.

THE MOSLEMS IN CHINA.

BY MARSHALL BROOM HALL.

In spite of the somewhat uncertain

light which at present exists we may,
however, safely say that the Moslem pop-

ulation of China is certainly equal to

the entire population of Algeria, or

Scotland, or Ireland; that it is in all

probability fully equal to that of Mo-
rocco, and possibly not less than the total

population of Egypt or Persia. A few
millions among the hundreds of millions

of China may not seem many, but if we
think of a community equal to that of

Egypt or Persia, peculiarly accessible to

the Gospel, and yet practically without

any missionaries specially set apart or

qualified to deal with them, and, apart

from one or two small exceptions, with

no literature for use among them, we
shall have a more adequate conception of

the real problem.

What should we think of Manchuria
or Mongolia without any missionaries,

or of no interest centering around the

closed land of Thibet? Yet the accessi-

ble Moslem population of China is cer-

tainly two or three times that of Mon-
golia, is fully equal to that of Thibet,

and probably not less than that of Man-
churia. It may, therefore, be said that

within China there is a special people

equal in number to the population of any
of China's dependencies, for whom prac-

tically nothing is being done, and whose
presence hitherto has been almost ig-

nored.

UNREACHED CITIES IN CHINA.
The task of reaching China's teeming

millions is gigantic. Beginning with the
great cities as strategic centers, what
stronger plea for "city missions," what
plea more eloquent in brevity and pathos
than the fact that there are still in China
1,557 cities without missions. If Christ
in the days of His flesh "seeing the multi-
tudes was moved with compassion,"
what must He think of these cities to-

day, without any one to witness 'for Him
and in His name heal the sick, comfort
the sorrowing and bind up the broken-
hearted. But the condition of the small-

er villages and of the bulk of the popula-
tion away from the towns is no less ap-
palling and appealing.

Dr. Fulton, of Canton, says that within
140 miles of the scene of the labors of

the first missionary to China, Robert
Morrison, there are three counties con-
taining some 10,000 villages, averaging
250 inhabitants each and so near one an-

other that in some cases from a central

point 600 villages may be counted within

a radius of five miles. In hundreds of
these no missionary or Christian preacher
has ever set foot.

PRAISES THE SERVICE.

Rev. Fred C. Klein, Secretary of the

Board of Foreign Missions of the

Methodist Protestant Church, says of

our Foreign Mission Day Service, "Ask
of Me:" "You are imparting a wealth

of information which must result in

arousing your Church to a large vision

and to greater liberality. The emphasis

being put entirely upon 'China' ought
also to awaken greater interest in your
people for that marvelous field into

which I wish we could go in large force.

Your musical selections have the right

ring."

"The evangelization of the world in

this generation depends first of all upon
a revival of prayer. Deeper than the

need for men; deeper than the need for

money; aye, deep down at the bottom
of our spiritless life is the need for the

forgotten secret of prevailing world-

wide prayer."
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ACTION OF THE SYNOD OF THE CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN JAPAN AT ITS 26TH
MEETING, HELD AT SENDAI,
JAPAN, FROM OCTOBER 10TH

TO 13TH, 1912.

The Synod met for the first time in

the north of the Empire, and, therefore,

saw for the first time the work of our
Mission in North Japan. The action

taken is a great compliment to the Mis-
sion and the Church. A translation is

as follows

:

"Sendai, November 3rd, 1913.

"At the twenty-sixth meeting of the

Synod of the Church of Christ in Japan,

held at Sendai, Japan, from October
10th- 13th, the following resolution of

thanks to the Japan Mission, on account

of the work done by the Board of For-

eign Missions of the Reformed Church
in the United States, was passed:

'The Synod of the Church of Christ

in Japan, holding its first session in

Sendai, takes this occasion to express its

thankfulness for the arduous work done
in Northeast Japan by the Board of For-

eign Missions of the Reformed Church
in the United States of North America,
in the line of church as also along the

line of both male and female education.

"Furthermore, the Synod prays that

in all future time the blessing of our
Heavenly Father may abundantly rest

upon the said Board."
(Signed) Shiroshi Tada, President.

(Signed) Kano Chiya, Secretary.

AS A LAYMAN VIEWS IT.

FINE TRIBUTE TO OUR JAPAN MISSION.

Last fall, Charles E. Beury, Esq., and
wife, made a tour of the Orient. They
spent some time with our Mission in

Japan and Mr. Beury has given the im-

pression of his visit in the following let-

ter:

Philadelphia, January 7, 1913.

My Dear Dr. Bartholomew :

Thank you for the last number of

The Outlook of Missions and the re-

newed pleasure it gave Mrs. Beury and
myself in thinking over our delightful

visit to Sendai. As an Episcopalian, I

feel constrained to write you of the fav-

orable impression that your work in

Japan made upon us. I do this, not be-

cause of your kindnesses to me in the

past, nor because of the splendid hospi-

tality shown us while in Northern Japan
—though both of these are worthy of my
praise—but because of the real feeling of
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accomplishment that one gets from com-
ing into close touch with your Missions
in Sendai.

It struck me that missionary work in

this Japanese city was making a distinct

impression upon the life of the commun-
ity. One had the feeling that here was
a city moving strongly toward Christi-

anity.

Two trips around the world, largely

spent in missionary inspection as a lay-

man, have persuaded me that thus far

much of our missionary work has

necessarily been like big advertising. We
have been heralding the Gospel in order

to create an atmosphere favorable to and
acquainted with the objectives of the

great cause of Missions. This process

has been going on until Christianity has

gained an influential position in the Far
East and, as in big advertising, the pro-

ject that we have been heralding abroad
is now so well known that I feel a large

harvest is near at hand. Just when this

big harvest time will come, none of us

can say, but it seems so imminent that if

the Church constituency at home has

faith and courage, it will immediately
strive to prepare the workers.

This condition has made critical the

missionary project to-day. With re-

doubled efforts, we must meet the present

opportunity—which also spells responsi-

bility—lest failing, the chance for mak-
ing an extended advance may be lost

forever.

Kindly convey to your representatives

on the field the sincere gratitude of Mrs.
Beury and myself for their uniform
goodness to us while in the Far East.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) Chas. E. Beury.
To Dr. A. R. Bartholomew,

Reformed Church Building,

Philadelphia, Pa.

A NOTABLE CONFERENCE.
The Conference on the Moslem World,

held in New York City on January 14th,

was a most startling revelation, especially

to those who have not made a deep study
of this "respectable" foe to Christianity.

The large map hung on the wall with

green color spread upon it from the
mouth of the Niger in Africa to the
shores of the Arctic in Siberia, demon-
strated impressively to the conference
the proportions of the force which to-

day is the greatest rival of the Christian
forces in the world. What makes Mo-
hammedanism such a peril is not so much
its organization as the fact that every
Moslem is an individual propagator of
his faith. The belief is that Christianity

confronts in Islam only a bloodless con-
flict, but let us not be too sure of it.

A CHINESE VIEW OF CHINA'S NEED.

BY CHANG TING T. WANG.

HRCHDEACON MOULE main-

tains in his letter that China's

greatest need is Christianity,

the dynamic teachings of Jesus

;

yea, the knowledge of God and love and
of sin and forgiveness through Christ.

I readily agree with his view that that

is her greatest need, because it touches

at the heart of her life as a nation. This

is my own conviction also. I come to

this conviction not because I was born

in a Christian family and baptized while

an infant, but because after careful study

of the teachings of Jesus, I find there is

something in them which I do not find in

those of our own sages. This some-
thing, it seems to me, lies in the differ-

ence of attitude toward life between Con-
fucius, our representative sage, and

Jesus.

Hitherto China has been one of the

best-praised and worst-abused countries

of the world. At times she is extolled to

the skies as if the "Celestial Empire"
were indeed the blest abode of the holy

angels. At other times she is denounced
in a language which unmistakably depicts

her people as the very inhabitants of

Dante's Inferno. But whether extolled

or denounced she has kept, until recently,

a serene and, to the Western people in

general, a surprising silence. In this very

silence, however, we shall find the reason

both for her exaltation and her abuse.

There are movements set on foot in

China to-day which cause the Western
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nations to sit up and take notice ; the

marvelous crusade against opium, the en-

ergetic suppression of foot-binding, the

unequivocal abolishment of the time-hon-

ored educational system, and in its place

the introduction of the new, the gigantic

number of students now studying abroad,

the wonderful innovation of a constitu-

tional government, the ambitious pro-

gram of remodeling the army and the

navy, and what not. Such stupendous

changes are real marvels, especially when
undertaken by a people hitherto scorn-

fully characterized by Western nations

as "sluggish," "degenerated," "lacking in

initiative," and by scores of other epi-

thets equally vituperative! These
changes, however, need not excite our

wonder, for a new spirit has set to work
and a greater doctrine has come to be

applied. Whereas in the past centuries

the supreme motive of the Chinese was
for self, which in the best sense of the

word was for acquiring indivdual wel-

fare through industry, right living and

frugality, to-day the uppermost thought

of the nation is the welfare of all through

the service and sacrifice of the individ-

uals. Thousands and thousands may be

found to-day who are laboring incessant-

ly and sacrificing unsparingly for the

public weal. Although the native Chris-

tians are yet few in number when com-

pared with the prodigious number of the

population, yet their influence is clearly

felt. More than that, there is a larger

number of men who have caught the

Christian spirit of service and sacrifice

without openly professing themselves as

the followers of Christ.

I love China. She needs Christ and

to be evangelized. We should, therefore,

plan and follow the best and quickest

way to Christianize her, so far as human
knowledge is able. It is our duty to pro-

pose and leave Him in His .
infinite wis-

dom to dispose.

The remark made by Bismark that

one-third of the students of Germany
rule that Empire is significant when it is

applied to China, for in no country in

the world does the student have so great

an influence over the populace as he has

in China. The venerable Archdeacon is

more than right in his effort to reach
the students of China by addressing him-
self to them on things concerning the

kingdom of God. The Chinese student is

not only the head of the nation, crown-
ing over the farmer, the artisan and the

merchant, but he is also the backbone
and brain; yea, the very soul of the

nation. It is in his guiding hand that

the country has outlived all the import-

ant ancient nations and is now being re-

juvenated and becoming once more one
of the most vigorous young nations of

the world. The Archdeacon himself con-

cludes that this is one of the two reasons

to account for the solidarity of the

Chinese people. In order, therefore, to

evangelize China it is clear that the first

step will be to evangelize the students.

I consider this as the time of all times

for all lovers of the kingdom of God to

make a forward movement in China in

the name of Jesus. We assuredly realize,

therefore, the necessity of your help

now. With sincere and hearty co-opera-

tion as our watchword, let us join hand
in hand to advance God's kingdom in the

land of Sinim, and remembering the

words of Zachariah, "Not by might nor

by power, but by My Spirit, saith the

Lord of hosts," let us arise to the occa-

sion in the power of the living God.

THE LIFE OF A GIRL IN CHINA.

BY MISS LI YIENI TSAO, M. D.H CHINESE girl has very little so-

cial life to speak of. This is

also true of the boy when com-
pared with Tom Brown at

Rugby. In fact, the rigid paternalistic

oversight has reduced the initiative of

Chinese youths to a considerable extent.

As Eastern society is based upon the

principle of filial piety, it has become al-

most a second nature to obey one's par-

ents, elders and superiors. While obedi-

ence is a good discipline, pushed to the

extreme it has a weakening effect upon

the moral fibre of the young. Often

times children have to put up with un-

reasonable parents just because custom

requires it, and any infringement would

be eyed with disapproval from all-
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"Well, it may not be the best, but what

of that, she is after all your mother," is

a phrase constantly heard addressed to a

revolting child. Westerners have watch-

ed with great surprise the meek submis-

sion with which Chinese children and

even adults, receive the reasonable and

unreasonable chastisement of their par-

ents. It is likewise a surprise for the

Easterners to see the Western youths

behave towards their parents. In the

East, society is based upon the old, and

in the West, upon the young ;
thus in the

former the young has no voice, while in

the latter the old is considered a back

number.

The married life of a Chinese girl is

doublefold, namely: her relation to her

husband and to his family. She is mar-

ried to the family, more than to her hus-

band, as he is often so young that he is

merelv a student or an apprentice. The

bride is received into the family as an

additional child to be trained in the duties

of life. She is, indeed, no mistress in

the house. Why should she, and how

could she be? The relation of a wilful

bride and an unreasonable mother-in-law

can assume all the critical degrees of

such strained relations. But if the girl

knows her duties as a daughter-in-law

and fully realizes, as most girls do, that

she is merely on the par with her junior

husband in his father's home, then things

can proceed smoothly. In a country

where marriage is so early and education

so limited among girls, to give control of

the household to the inexperienced brides

would wreck many a home.

Another phase of a woman's life which

may possibly fall upon her is widowhood.

There is no greater calamity which can

befall a Chinese woman than that of

early widowhood. Of the four great vir-

tues, patriotism, filial piety, fidelity, and

righteousness, to which monuments are

erected all over the land, fidelity of

women is the most commemorated. The

moral reasons for this custom are not

far to seek, but the practice of it is the

most pitiful. Widows that have chil-

dren and are in good circumstances

would never think of remarrying, but the

pitiful aspect is the struggle of poor
widows practising fidelity.

In conclusion, a Chinese girl's life has

none of the privileges and pleasures of

her Western sister. She has less educa-

tion and social knowledge, but she is

taught to be filial and self-sacrificing.

This paternalistic policy assures her of

marriage and she is not expected to earn

her own living. The Western sister is

better educated and more independent,

but she is expected to take care of her-

self.

Truly, the problem of the Chinese girl

is a great one and nothing will solve it

except that which will raise the stand-

ard of womanhood. Education alone

does not accomplish it, for go back to

the days when Rome and Babylon and

Egypt were in the height of their educa-

tion ; what was the condition of woman-
hood in those days ? It was demoralized

bevond words. Therefore, the only solu-

tion to this tremendous problem is the

widespreading of Christianity and Chris-

tian education. If the readers of this

short and incomplete article could only

go with the writer, first to a non-Chris-

tian home and then to a Christian home
in China, even the most bigoted could

see the difference and also find the factor

which brings about this change—for to

be a Christian in China is to live as one.

If we but knew the secret of that power

That opens the bud in early days of spring,

If we but knew what makes the robin sing

His wondrous song just at the matin hour,

If we but knew the priceless boon and dower

Of human life when man is truly king.

If we but understood the little thing

That vexes us just at the present hour,

If we but knew—ah, well, 'tis vain to sigh

And speculate on things beyond our ken!

We know that earth is fair and life is sweet,

And something tells us that we cannot die.

And if we live and love the good, ah- then

We face to face with truth some day must

meet.
—Clarence Hawkes.
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THE UNWELCOME BABIES IN CHINA.

A glance at the picture may not reveal

its real meaning. These are poor peasant

women, known as "nursing" mothers,

who are hired by a benevolent society to

take care of outcast babies. What a sad

commentary on homeless heathendom!
These baby girls are unwelcome, and
would perish were it not tor the Chris-

tian impulse that provides these hired

women. Can the devoted mothers in the

Christian homeland imagine any treat-

ment so cruel to their dear children?

Until the girls in China will be as wel-

come as the boys, and that day is dawn-
ing, China's future cannot be radiant

with hope.

THE LAKESIDE SCHOOLS.

BY REV. WILLIAM E. HOY, D. D.

HE Lakeside Schools have had a

prosperous year. We did not

lose any time on account of the

war. The Chinese teachers and
students remained with us through all

these days of turmoil, when sometimes
we knew not what a day might disclose to

us. During the most exciting days of the

war, a certain man found himself at

school chapel praying for the Republic
of China with tears rolling down his

cheeks.

WT

e have repeatedly asked through the

proper channels of the Mission and the

Board for more missionary teachers.

None have come. We are overworked ;:

and we cannot be so efficient in our teach-

ing as we should like to become. We
must have more teachers.

There have been ninety-three students

enrolled during the year. There has been
an average attendance of about 76, and
on June 28th, when we closed for the

summer vacation, 73 were still present.

The Christian activities of the Lake-
side Schools have improved and grown
in interest. The Y. M. C. A. has been
faithfully maintained. Just at the out-

break of the Revolution, the well-known
pastor, Ding-Li-Mei, visited us, and gave
us a week of spiritual service.
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The Sunday School of the Lakeside
Schools follows the International Sunday
School Lessons. The President meets
the Teacher's Class every Friday evening.

The Lakeside congregation has its regu-

lar Sunday morning service. Four new
members were added by baptism. An
afternoon service for the servants of the

place and for the neighbors has been con-

ducted every Sunday of the year. There
has been an average attendance of about
forty. The class of student enquirers,

numbering thirty-one, has been meeting
every Saturday evening.

The Margaret Santee Memorial Li-

brary Endowment now amounts to 423-

59.100 Taels, the interest of which is to

be used in the purchase of new books.

Recently a donation has been made which
could not yet be included in the above
sum. For all these gifts we are devoutly

grateful.

We have not been able to add much to

the equipment of the science department.

The Lakeside College needs funds for

this purpose and we trust that the Board
and the Church will supply what we so

sorely lack here.

It is a pleansant matter to report that

we have been able to erect two neat, solid

and comfortable cottages for the use of

two of our Chinese teachers and their

families.

YVe have a splendid beginning in every

way; and our keenly felt "needs" cannot

make the undersigned lack in apprecia-

tion of the generosity with which the

Board and the Church have hitherto help-

ed us. We find it all so good that, like

little Oliver, we cry for "more."
Let no one forget that we need more

teachers, residences and equipment at

Lakeside. This, we are painfully aware,

is a momentous cry, and so is an infant's

cry in the night ; but if the parents want
the infant to live and thrive, they must
arise from their sleep and heed that cry.

A growing child thrives best when it re-

ceives the tenderest and most calculating

care.

China is open as never before. If the

masses of this newest and largest Repub-
lic in the world are to do their work well

among the nations of the world, they

must be educated; and no education but
the best Christian education can fit them
for citizenship in China, in the world,
and in the Kingdom of God. Most of all,

let us not forget what our institutions at

home have done for us. '"Pass it on."

GIRLS' SCHOOL, YOCHOW CITY.

BY MISS S. EMMA ZIEMER.

Notwithstanding disappointments due
to interruptions in our work because of
the Revolution, we gain fresh inspiration

and encouragement when we think of the

many, many blessings bestowed upon us
this year by the Giver of all.

We opened school in September, 1911.

Following the advice of the American
Consul in Hankow and the example of

other girls' schools in the Yangtse valley,

upon the outbreak of the Revolution, our
station took action and closed the Girls'

School the latter part of October.

I took with me to Shanghai one or-

phan girl, the matron and two girls whose
homes were in the scene of battle and
who could not find their parents. The
other pupils were all sent to their homes.

In March, 1912, we were permitted to

return to Yochow. The prospects were
most encouraging. The pupils were eager

to return , seven new pupils were added
the first week.

Because of unsettled conditions and
constant anxiety caused by unruly sol-

diers, the American Consul again re-

quested me to close the boarding school.

Reluctantly I obeyed and converted the

boarding school into a day school. I was
permitted to continue this work until the

latter part of June.

We had on roll during the year thirty

pupils. In obedience to the Consul's re-

quest, we could not admit a number who
applied after our return in March.
The effort, especially on the part of

our older pupils, to follow Him and

preach Christ by example rather than by

word is a constant source of joy and

gratitude.

We look forward with hope to the

coming year and feel assured that if con-

ditions become settled we shall have a

large number of pupils enrolled.
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In view of China's desire to keep
abreast with other nations, female educa-

tion becomes a necessity arising from
present social and economic conditions.

How thankful we are that the Reformed
Church has a share in this glorious work
of transformation.

EVANGELISTIC WORK, YOCHOW CITY,

BY REV. WILLIAM A. REIMERT.

T"~1HE regular church services and
the preaching in one of our

fl^g^ street chapels were uninterrupt-

ed throughout the whole period

of the Revolution. Indeed, these services

were better attended and more interest

was shown in them than at any previous

time. At our Sunday morning services,

the church was nearly always well filled

and the street chapel in the evening al-

ways crowded. The constancy and faith-

fulness of the native Christians during
the trying and dangerous times of the

political upheaval was very gratifying

and encouraging.

The evangelists were untiring in Chris-

tian work among the soldiers and always
had a goodly number of them at the re-

ligious services. One of our most prom-
ising evangelists, through patriotic and
other motives, joined the revolutionary

army. But as soon as the fighting was
over and a Republic assured, he came
back and began again his crusade against

sin and unrighteousness and is doing ex-

cellent work.

An enquirers' class of twenty members
met weekly in the study of the Word. It

was encouraging to see among them some
of those for whom we have been praying

and working for years.

Our new church was auspiciously open-

ed at the Yochow Port at the beginning

of the year, with Mr. Tang, one of our

faithful evangelists in charge. The work
in this field is very different but promis-

" Nothing lies beyond the reach of

prayer except that which lies outside

the will of God."

ing. Nine new members were added to

the church and four children baptized.

Our Mission has always been at a dis-

advantage among the older Missions in

Hunan because of lack of native evange-
lists. This need is being slowly met. The
four men who finished the evangelist's

training course are proving very satis-

factory and are giving excellent service.

Four new men began and continued the

course during the year. These promise
to become equally as useful and
helpful as the older men by the time they

have completed the course. In a few
more weeks, two more, exceptionally

bright and promising, men will enter

upon this work. In a few more years we
will have a number of our own trained

men who can be put in out-stations, thus

supplying the greatest need in our
church work.

Property has been bought to the work
of our church in Yochow City for a resi-

dence and for Bible Woman's work. We
hope a lady for Bible Woman's work will

be sent out this fall. We will not be able

to build up Christian homes and develop

Christian character until the mothers and
wives of the Chinese are reached and this

can only be done by Bible Women. What
is being done in the training of native

evangelists ought to be done in a woman's
Bible training class for women. When
this is possible, and only then, can we
hope for good, substantial growth in the

number, life and character of the native

Christians.

The number of able and suitable men
who are willing to give themselves to na-

tive ministry and are entering the Evan-
gelist's Training Class ; the faithfulness

and sincerity manifested by the native

Christians during the dangers and trials

of the past year; the increased interest

shown by the people in all the services of

the church ; and the prospective opening

of several out-stations make the pros-

pects for the evangelistic work for the

coming year, the most promising in the

history of our Mission in China.

The immediate pressing needs of this

department as they have been for years,

are two families for Hua Yung and la-

dies for Bible Woman's work. Unless
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we can open work here during the next
year, our opportunity in the most prom-
ising half of our Yochow district will be
forever lost.

A new national consciousness has been
aroused in China. A younger element,

mostly foreign trained, is controlling and
shaping the mental, moral and religious

attitude of the New China. Crusades
against idolatry and superstition are tak-

ing place everywhere, by the Chinese
themselves outside the Church. The
present China presents unexampled op-

portunity. The next few years will de-

termine to a large extent the future re-

ligious condition of China for years to

come. We hope, pray and expect our
Church to do her part in the claiming of

China for the Kingdom of God.

HOY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

BY REV. WILLIAM F. ADAMS, M. D.

Owing to the unsettled condition of

the country, there have been fewer pa-

tients coming into the hospital, but the

out-patients clinic has been patronized
in increasing numbers, even all through
the Revolution. A great number of sol-

diers have come for treatment, and some
serious cases and wounded men have en-

tered the hospital wards for prolonged
treatment.

We are grateful to you for sending
Miss Kroeger in time for her to gain a

"knowledge of this difficult language be-

for Miss Traub's furlough. But we
would respectfully urge upon you the su-

preme importance of sending, immedi-
ately, another physician to Yochow, lest

another period of disorganization of the
work ensue for the lack of a doctor in

charge. We would again bring to your
consideration the recommendations of the

medical missionary body, that no hospital

should be without at least two medical
men, and also that their term of service

be short, in order that they may have
some opportunity of keeping in sight of
the progress of modern medicine.

God has been wonderfully good to us,

and the work is opening up and expand-
ing in a most encouraging manner. The
people are showing greater confidence

and appreciation, and the walls of preju-
dice and superstition are crumbling be-
fore the divine method of combining
healing and teaching and preaching—but
what will it all avail if there is not to be
continuity and expansion? And if there
are not two physicians in the station how
can expansion and continuity be ex-
pected?

GIRLS' SCHOOL, SHENCHOWFU.
BY MISS REBECCA N. MESSIMER.

The Girls' School opened last fall with
bright prospects for a very successful

year. There were twenty-three pupils

enrolled and several more applicants

—

daughters of officials. After six weeks
of work we were compelled to close the

school and not having been allowed to

return, the school was not reopened.

SHENCHOWFU HOSPITAL.

BY DR. WILLIAM KELLY.
During the five months of the year we

were in Shenchow, 3,575 patients were
treated in the dispensary and 75 in the

hospital. Among these were representa-

tives of all classes, with various diseases.

We seldom find an ungrateful patient,

and believe that the good-will of the pa-

tients does much to increase the useful-

ness of the two Missions in Shenchow.
About the middle of February, I was re-

quested by a representation of the Fam-
ine Committee to visit three counties in

North Anhui and secure information con-

cerning the number of destitute town-
ships ; amount of land in cultivation,

price of food stuffs and what relief work
could be done. A month spent in that

way not only enabled me to collect some
of the desired information, but greatly

increased my knowledge of, sympathy
with and love for the Chinese. The for-

titude shown to the results of the flood

and famine could not easily be equalled

by any other race.

Two of us were allotted to the task of

superintending the construction of the

levee on the north bank of the Hwai
River. After consulting with the officials

and gentry in Wu Ho Hsien, we visited

hundreds of houses and distributed tick-
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ets, one to each needy family or about 95
per cent, of the homes entered. The
holder of the ticket could work on the

levee and was paid about ten pounds of

rice for every 100 cubic feet of earth put

into the levee. He was also given rice

for Sunday on condition that he rested

from work on that day. The people were
glad to get work. The levee was about

140 li long and contains nearly 2,000,000

cubic yards of earth. A friend visited it

two weeks ago, and reports all in good
condition, although it had been given a

severe test by a flood in July.

The Bible and Tract Societies were
glad to have the opportunity to furnish

us with Scripture portions and tracts for

distribution among those despairing peo-

ple.

When the devil cannot get a man in

any other way he makes him conserva-

tive to a great movement.

CAUSES OF CHINESE EMIGRATION.

BY PYAU LING.

Chinese emigration is a movement of

the most singular character. It is one

which differs in purpose from emigra-

tion from European countries. Euro-

peans come to America because of a sur-

plus of population which depresses wages

and drives the ambitious to better their

economic conditions or to secure a greater

degree of personal freedom. Apparently
the same conditions lie back of Chinese
emigration. In China the land is truly

thickly peopled and the economic condi-

tion wretched. Still we cannot safely say

that the Chinese emigrate entirely for

these two purposes. Europeans may
leave their abodes for political freedom
or for religious tolerance. The Chinese

do not. The Chinese government is in-

deed despotic at the top, but it is demo-
cratic at the bottom. Religious persecu-

tions, such as Catholics against Protes-

tants and churchmen against dissenters

which have been so prevalent in Europe,

are entirely unknown in China. There
are other factors which make Chinese

emigration peculiar. Europeans come
from all parts of the country; the Chi-

nese come from certain parts only. Eu-
ropeans come to teach, to trade, to work
and to till the soil ; the Chinese primarily

come to labor, although trading is a later

result. With Europeans, no matter male

or female, old or young, they all come

;

with the Chinese only the young men emi-

grate. Europeans intend to settle per-

manently ; the Chinese intend to go back.

Europeans become citizens and are assim-

ilated into American citizenship ; the Chi-

nese do not care for naturalization, nor

for the native customs, manners and

dress. Europeans go to places where

Woman's Hospital at Shenchowfu, China.
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they can find the greatest number of

friends and relatives. Europeans emi-

grate to countries where they are most
favored ; the Chinese persist in landing

where they are opposed by legislation and
public opinion. With Europeans only the
most favored class come; with the Chi-
nese only the least favored classes some.

What to doWithYour Money
HIS question is as important as the question of how to get it. There are
four marks of the best investments that those of moderate means should
especially heed:

1. Security—as safe as man can make it.

2. Income—as large as is consistent with safety.

3. Prompt payment of interest.

4. Permanence so as to avoid the trouble of reinvestment.
If the Reformed Church in the United States is built on the sure foundation,

and her work of evangelizing the world, a trust from God, then the Annuity Bond
issued by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in the United
States, is a safe, profitable and permanent investment. Persons who wish their money
to go finally to the Missionary Cause, and who wish a good and sure income during
their life, can do no better than to invest in one of these Bonds. The rate of
income is fixed according to the age of the donor at the time the Bond is given,

and is never reduced, whatever may be the financial condition of the stock market
or of business enterprises.

An Annuity Bond is better than a will. Wills are often broken and bequests
to missionary societies lost. Give your money while you live to the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in the United States, and if you need an
income, take an Annuity Bond, insuring the prompt payment of an annuity during
life.

Up to date, $15 900 of Bonds have been issued by our Foreign Board. During
1912, the largest amount, $4,500, was received, and this has been a great help to

the work.
A copy of an Annuity Bond may be had upon application, together with the

rates of interest paid. Address the Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions,

ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW,
Fifteenth and Race streets,

Philadelphia, Pa.

4. Boys' School. 5. Woman's Hospital. 6. Men's Hospital. 7. Dr. Kelly's Home.

Shenchowfu, China.
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20TH CONFERENCE OF FOREIGN MIS
SIONS BOARDS OF UNITED STATES

AND CANADA.

The 20th Conference of the Foreign
Missions Boards was held at Garden
City, Long Island, January 15th to 17th,

1913. There was a total attendance of
126. Rev. R. P. Mackay, D. D., Secre-
tary of the Canadian Presbyterian Board
of Foreign Missions, was the presiding
officer, and Mr. W. Henry Grant, of
New York City, is the permanent Secre-
tary. Besides the executive officers of
the Foreign Boards, there were present
a number of missionaries from China,
Japan, India and Africa, and represent-
atives of allied missionary forces.

These annual conferences are the out-
growth of the Alliance of the Reformed
Churches, and the first meeting was held
at its suggestion in the year 1893, and
by the invitation of the Board of For-
eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church
at their headquarters. Of the thirty-

eight delegates present at the first con-
ference, only four were in attendance at

the recent conference.

The object of the conference has al-

ways been the consideration of practical

questions of missionary policy, and the

best means of thorough co-operation. It

is wonderful how the spirit of fraternal

friendship lends itself to cultivation at a

conference held solely in the interests of
world evangelism. This was one of the

outstanding features of the 20th confer-
ence. Men cannot help but sink their

minor differences in trying to solve the

greatest task before the Church of Christ
in this generation. There is a growing
sentiment that the denominations must
"get together" in an aggressive campaign
for the conquest of the world for Christ.

Christians must act as they sing, "Like
a mighty army moves the Church of

God." The world task is an united task.

For two days the recent conference
was busied with the discussion of such
important questions as "Administrative
Efficiency, Organization and Cost," "The
Pastor's View of Missionary Education
and Giving," "The Relation of the Or-
ganized Work of Women to the General
Boards of the Churches," "Spiritual Side

of Missionary Administration," "Reli-

gious Needs of Anglo-American Com-
munities in Mission Fields," report of
Committee on Reference and Counsel,
report of Committee on Home Base and
Board of Missionary Preparation. It

will be seen that the consideration of

these problems must be of great help to

the Boards in their efforts at greater ef-

ficiency in the conduct of the work of

Foreign Missions.

The conference naturally devoted a

great deal of time to China. The section

on "China" in one of the committee's
reports created a spirited discussion,

especially regret was expressed at the

failure of the governments of the civil-

ized world in not recognizing thus far

the new Chinese Republic, but no special

action was taken.

By far the most inspiring session was
that on the "Spiritual Emphasis in Mis-
sionary Administration." It was in

charge of Dr. Mackay. He has given

much thought to this subject. The result

of the session will be that a strong ap-

peal is to be issued to the Boards to

cultivate deeper prayer habits in their

constituencies and to devote more time

to prayer in their own meetings.

THE LIVINGSTONE CENTENNIAL.
A UNIFIED PLAN OF MISSIONARY

EDUCATION.

T""THE following plans have been

prepared by a competent com-
gpS mittee of missionary experts for

* ' the use of the churches of

America in the celebration of the Liv-

ingstone Centennial. We commend these

plans to the careful consideration of

pastors, Sunday School superintendents

and other missionary leaders of the local

congregation

:

Plan One.

1. A Sermon by the Pastor.

This should be delivered either on

Sunday, March 16, or on Easter Day,

March 23.

2. A Program for the Sunday School.

By the use of the concert exercises,

"The Message of Light," the Centenary

may be appropriately combined with the

celebration of Easter, March 23.
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3. A Life of Livingstone in Every
Home.

Early in the year there should be ap-

pointed a Book Committee, or the task

may be assigned to several members of

the Church Missionary Committee.
These persons should circulate one or
more of the several biographies of Liv-

ingstone and should endeavor to sell as

many as possible.

Plan Two.
Churches desiring a more adequate

program of education and inspiration

may add the following suggestions to

Plan One :

4. A Mid-week Prayer Meeting.

This should be held during the month
preceding March 19, and should not only

bring a helpful spiritual message to the

church, but should also offer an oppor-
tunity for special prayer on behalf of

the missionaries who are in Africa to-

day.

5. A Mission Study Class on Africa.

The study class may meet for eight

weeks previous to March 19, or during
the Lenten season. The members may
thus prepare themselves for a special

Livingstone program in the young peo-
ple's devotional meeting of Sunday,
March 16, or for the following mid-week
meeting.

6. Opening Exercises in the Sunday
School.

Brief missionary messages from Liv-
ingstone on four Sundays. With a min-
imum of time and effort these messages
may give many glimpses into the secret

of Livingstone's life, of his work for

Africa, and of the present-day need for

Christian re-enforcement.

7. An Address or an Illustrated Lecture

An address on Livingstone or an il-

lustrated lecture on Africa may be given
by the pastor on any date during the

two months previous to March 19, and
will be preparatory to the celebration.

Plan Three.

Many churches will desire to make
this Centenary the occasion for a thor-

ough campaign of missionary education.

For all such, the following suggestions

may be added to Plans One and Two

:

8. A Church-wide Mission Study Cam-
paign.

The pastor should secure the approval

of the Church Missionary Committee
and then present the plan of campaign
to the entire congregation on the first or

second Sunday in February. He should

call for volunteer leaders for the classes

and enroll all those who will assemble

one night a week for eight weeks for

the investigation and study of Christian

work in Africa.

9. Graded Missionary Instruction in the

Sunday School.

Sunday School leaders should give

every boy and girl a chance to know
Livingstone. This hero's life affords

the best possible educational material for

all grades. Stories may be told in the

different grades, study classes may be or-

ganized, and a reading campaign may be

inaugurated among all the boys and girls.

10. A Missionary Entertainment for the

Young People.

At some time during the season the

young people may wish to present an

actual demonstration of the need and

opportunity of the missionary in Africa.

This is highly desirable where competent

leadership may be secured and where

there is ample preliminary study.

For further information address the

Mission Study Department, Reformed
Church Building, Fifteenth and Race

streets, Philadelphia.

Mrs. Irene Farnum, secretary of the

Prospect, Ohio, Missionary Society, sent

in eight renewals and two new subscrip-

tions to The Outlook of Missions. Re-

member this is a front line society and

has only seventeen members.

And this is the boldness which we
have towards Him, that, if we ask any-

thing according to His will, He heareth

us.
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February 23,—Mission Work at Home and Abroad—Medical Missions

Matthew 10: 7-11.

"The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear."

More than 1,100 hospitals and dispensaries are maintained on the foreign field by
the Protestant Boards of Missions. The patients last year numbered over 3,000,000.

"What are those scars which so thickly dot the body?" was asked of a wan,
pitiful little Chinese girl, when brought to the hospital. "Places where hot needles
have been thrust in to kill the spirit which is believed to have caused the pain," was
the startling reply.

"Thy touch has still its ancient power,
No word from Thee can fruitless fall."

A well-known missionary statesman writes: "The presence of an educated Chris-
tian medical woman in the sick room, wise and winning, strong and sweet, is one of
God's best gifts to China."

The medical missionary has served as the entering wedge in certain very difficult

fields. Dr. Grant, the pioneer physician among the war-like Nestorians, forced his way
with needle and lancet through mountain passes which the sword could never penetrate.

"And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues^
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of disease and all manner
of sickness."

Dr. Mackenzie's wonderful success at Tien Tsin, China, was made possible through
the timely medical aid given Lady Li, wife of the Governor-General, when the native
physicians had given up hope. Lady Li recovered in due time. As an expression of
gratitude, the Governor-General fitted up a dispensary for Dr. Mackenzie in the largest

temple in Tien Tsin, furnished the medicine and allowed him full liberty to preach the
Gospel to his patients.

Twenty-four of the thirty-six miracles of our Lord, as recorded in the Gospels,

are miracles of physical healing.

Abdel Bazark, a young Moslem, regained his sight, following an operation at the
Nazareth Missions. During his seventeen days in the hospital, he repeatedly heard the
story of Paul's journey to Damascus. On leaving, he said: "I did not come to Nazareth
with a purpose like that of Paul when he went to Damascus, nor can I be the means of

promoting, as he did, the fame of Jesus of Nazareth; but this I can say, I will love
Him, and speak good of His name, all the days of my life."

The first medical missionary to China was the Rev. Peter Parker, M. D., of the

American Board. He arrived at Canton in 1831 and opened a hospital which soon became
the mecca for patients of all ranks and from all parts of the Empire.

What a practical preacher Jesus was! After the Sermon on the Mount, His first

act was to heal a leper; His second, to cure the centurion's servant; His third, to restore

Peter's mother-in-law.

"A good-sized volume might be filled with the interesting records of medical mis-

sionary work, its triumphs in India, China, Japan, Formosa, Siam and Burma; and not
alone in these great mission fields, but also in Turkey and Syria, and in many parts of

the continents of America and Europe."

In the early days of his missionary career, Dr. Allen, of the Presbyterian Board,
was called in to look after the badly wounded Min Yong Ik, a nephew of the Korean
ruler. Dr. Allen found thirteen native doctors trying to stop the flow of blood by
filling the wounds with wax. Standing aside for the young missionary, they looked
on with amazement as he tied the arteries and sewed up the gaping wounds.

87
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"And when even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed
with demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word, and he healed all that were
sick."

Dr. H. M. Scudder, member of a large family of missionaries, wrote home: "Many
cases of conversion have occurred within the walls of the hospital."

"The healing of the seamless dress
Is by our bed of pain;

We touch Him in life's throng and press
And we are whole again."

A Mohammedan youth, after recovering from a serious operation gave Dr. Yartan,
the surgeon, a gold coin with these words: "This is all I possess, and it is the sum
of many, many farthings earned by very hard labor. For a long time I have had it

sewn into my dress to preserve it against a time of need. I wish you to take it to help
you do the work of Jesus, the Good Physician."

"Nowhere is the missionary more in harmony with the command and the example
of the Master than when, as he goes, he preaches and heals the sick."

THE PLACE OF YOUTH IN CHINA.

BY DWIGHT W. EDWARDS.

HOR the milleniums of history, Old
Age has reigned in Asia. A
well-known Oriental has said:

"The East has never had a

young man." The young man of China
was born with the travail of the Boxer
uprising. From that time the Celestial

empire ceased to remember that "The
past excels the present," and set itself

in earnest to attain its true golden age.

"The Renaissance, Reformation and
Revolution at one time and in one coun-

try," is a most fitting description of pres-

ent conditions. These changes have pro-

duced the young men. Schools were to

be established, railroads constructed,

army and navy reorganized, law codes

revised, telegraph and telephone install-

ed, new industries fostered, form of gov-
ernment changed, moral evils righted,

sanitation introduced, Western institu-

tions investigated, vast resources devel-

oped, intricate political situations met.

These all called for the young man with
his training in the new education. He
was the one fitted for the task and was
put in important posts in every depart-

ment of government in the new China.
'The Hope of China" is a book in-

spired by the late famous Confucian
statesman, Chang Shih Tung, setting

forth the need of education. This title

epitomizes the faith of most Chinese to-

day. One cannot describe the hue and
cry for knowledge during these years

—

knowledge of government, science, eco-

nomics, sociology, Western institutions,

anything which will shed light at this

time of a nation's changing. In 1902

modern schools were established and
grew in enrollment to 1,300,000 in six

years. Students in great masses have
gone abroad over the whole world.

A well-known Chinese educator says:

"The Chinese students need the Gospel

of Hope. Teach them that Christ can

give them hope for their nation and faith

so that they will not give up and will

play their part. This is one of the great-

est teachings that Christianity can give

China."

China is awake and stirring. At least

a fourth of the world's population is en-

gaged in the tremendous task of adapt-

ing a civilization but little changed for

milleniums to the new conditions sur-

rounding it and is meeting with wonder-

ful success. When we stop to think that

four hundred million industrious, capa-

ble, intellectual people are living in a

country with vast undeveloped mineral

resources and sparsely settled territory

larger than the United States, we must

ask ourselves, what are the possibilities

of such a nation? The key to the

situation is the young man of China

to-day; he decides the question. Bring

the best of the world to his attention,

show him friendship, help him in all his

problems, fill his life with high ideals,

instil in him the spirit of the brother-

hood of man, ground his character on the

rock of true religion, and the greatest

task of the present day has been done.
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A WINTER LANDSCAPE.

The soft, brown earth is streaked and
patched with snow,

Dark stand the Winter woods against

the sky,

Through the dim fields the brook all

argently

Reflects a light above the sunset's glow.

How beautiful the country colors show

!

Dull amethyst shadows in the near

fields lie.

The orange west has tinctured with

its dye
The road stretched out before us as we

go-

Too great the glory of the enchanted

air

;

Long hopes and lost ambitions stir

and start

—

We turn from heaven's high pageantry

to where
The land enfolds a little house apart.

And through the dusk its window's
gleaming square

With human life behind it warms the

heart. —Caroline Duer.

There is something charming to me in

the conduct of Washington, a gentleman

of one of the first fortunes upon the

continent, leaving his delicious retire-

ment, his family and friends, sacrificing

his ease, and hazarding all in the cause

of his country. His views are noble and

disinterested. He declared when he ac-

cepted the mighty trust, that he would
lay before us an exact account of his

expenses, and not accept a shilling of

pay. —John Adams.

"Prayer and pains through faith in

Jesus Christ will do anything."

MISSIONARY BRIEFS.

|OW interesting to learn that the

newest newspaper in Hankow,
China, called The Daily Repub-
lic, is now running installments

of "The Pilgrim's Progress."

June 1, 1912, was a great day for the

missionaries in Syria. The first regular

train ran between Tripoli and Hums, the

far interior station to the northeast. The
round trip can now be made in a day

with much greater comfort. Hums is

the largest city in Syria, outside of Bei-

rut, having a population of 65,000 and
is an intense Moslem center.

The new Emperor of Japan has been

daring enough to make at least one start-

ling innovation to established custom.

He has ridden in the same carriage with

his wife! This is the first time such an

event has occurred in the history of

Japan.
A newspaper in Los Angeles has a de-

partment called the Missionary Aero-

plane, which is maintained by a wide-

awake member of the Temple Baptist

Church of that city. Facts are gathered

from all quarters
;
they are arranged in

terse style under the head of "Aerograms
from All the Lands." This is surely a

telling agency to catch the attention of

those outside the influence of missionary

literature. Some church in your town

or city could render the same large ser-

vice in a quiet but a powerful way.

There are twelve cities in the United

States with more than 40.000 colored

people according to the census of 1910.

Washington, D. C, 94,446; New York,

91,709; New Orleans, 89,262; Baltimore.

84,749 ;
Philadelphia, 84,459. The seven

remaining cities in their order are Mem-
phis, Birmingham, Atlanta, Richmond,

Chicago, St. Louis and Louisville. There

89
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are in the United States 516,693 illiterate

persons ten years of age, of which less

than one-half are colored.

The name of the Christian Endeavor
Society in China is literally "The Tug-
with-all-your-might Society." A good
name for the church spirit as a whole,

isn't it?

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign

Missions has issued a call for one hun-

dred additional men and women to go to

China within the next three years.

F. C. E.

not fail to digest the November issue

which launched the "Systematic" Cam-
paign.—F. C. E.

MANSIONS OF THE SOUL.

Build thee more stately mansions, O my soul,

As the swift seasons roll

!

Leave thy low-vaulted past!

Let each new temple, nobler than the last

Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast
Till thou at length art free,

Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unrest-
ing sea. —Holmes.

PROGRESS IN NEW CHINA.

The special correspondent of the New
York Sun at Pekin, under' date of Sep-

tember 28, 1912. sends President Yuan
Shi Kai's first annual address, which was
given before the Cabinet, the members
of the National Association and the chief

officials of the government. They were
gathered in by mail and courier to Pek-
ing to hear Yuan Shi Kai's strong ap-

peal for a united and modern China. It

is the first time in the history of the

Chinese nation, so far as known, that the

head of it has taken the chief officials

of all parts of the country into his con-

fidence and appealed to them in quite an
Occidental way.

This address is characterized in many
quarters as the strong utterance of a

great man, and destined to take rank with

some of the world's most important doc-

uments.

F. C. E.

YOUR attention is called to the ar-

ticle in this issue entitled

"Method in the Life of the

Spirit," an extract from "The
Contagion of Character," by Newell
Dwight Hillis.

It is published with a view to aid our
readers to more fully understand and
appreciate systems in the activities of the
W. M. S.. but especially to stress the
campaign for Definite Christian Service
and Systematic Giving to Benevolences.
Here is a lesson, let us ponder over the
beautiful, clear figures of the writer. Do

THE PROGRAM FOR MARCH.

"Social Purity."
Hymn.
Prayer.

Scripture, Mai. 3 : 2-10.

Home Missionary visit, Denver, Colo.

(See article by Rev. D. H. Fouse.)

Prayer, for social purity and the fight

against Mormonism.

Thank Offering Service.

For this part of the meeting the Thank
OfTering Boxes may be gathered in and
the service used as prepared by Miss
Blessing. See announcement of Secre-

tary of Literature.

FIELD NOTES.

The Field Secretary during the last

quarter visited 33 congregations in Juni-

ata, Virginia, Maryland, and Gettysburg

Classes
;
gave 50 addresses ; found mis-

sionary societies existing in 13 of the con-

gregations visited, and organized 6 addi-

tional societies including 1 Mission Band.

Four other societies to be organized after

the holiday season. Thirty subscriptions

were received for the Outlook of Mis-

sions. Much of the travel was by team.

In one week 63 miles were covered in

this way.
Thanks to the loyal pastors, who have

wide countrv territory to traverse in their
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regular work, and yet are willing and
glad to make extra trips to get the gen-
eral church workers before their congre-
gations.

Gertrude M. Cogan,

Field Secretary.

THE SOCIAL EVIL.

DAVID H. FOUSE.

THE Denver Mission still retains

the distinction of being the far-

therest-west, English post of

our Church. She is endeavor-
ing to represent the denomination in a

worthy manner. The task of building a

congregation strong in numbers is ex-

tremely difficult in a city where practic-

ally no church is growing, except those in

new residential sections where the addi-

tions are by certificate. We are rather

close-in and in a flat and apartment dis-

trict. Our neighbors are generally non-
church-going, and we can scarcely fur-

nish those outward attractions which
such people demand as compensation for

spending an hour in a place of worship.

However, we believe that if we cannot

grow, just now, to as big proportions as

we all wish, we can at least do a work
for our city that will make every invest-

ment by our denomination a paying one.

While this is a conception of the mission
of a church in foreign countries, it is not
a prevailing one respecting a mission

church in the home land. However, we
are interesting ourselves in the public

welfare, and are a part of the movement,
felt everywhere, that is working for so-

cial regeneration, as well as individual.

We notice that the March theme for

the programs of the ladies' societies is

"Social Purity," and it has been suggest-

ed that we say something concerning

commercialized vice in this and other

modern cities.

We dread tuberculosis with its con-

tagion, while we are constantly living in

the presence of a still greater scourge
that has five times the number of victims

that the white plague claims. Venereal
diseases, in their various forms, prevail

to an extent that is alarming to those

who know their virulence. They are a

leprosy that damns not only the sinner

himself, but his unborn posterity. This

Pupils of Girls' School. Yochow City. Chin.'
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is the form of God's penalty for the so-

cial sin, but all are not called upon to pay
the physical cost. That thousands are

guilty of the practice who escape the dis-

ease, gives us some idea of the number of

impure persons that are living in our
communities. There are, at a conserva-

tive estimate, 800 scarlet women in our
city. Each woman represents a score and
more of men, who, still living in our
homes and mingling in society, are quite

as bad as she, and far more dangerous.

We segregate these poor female crea-

tures, but we let her companions in vice

run at large to contaminate all who in-

nocently associate with them. This so-

cial sin is intrenched strongly, not only

because of the passions of its numerous
patrons, but because it has come to be a

business that pays fabulous profits, and
the monsters who reap the many benefits

will corrupt officials, blackmail citizens,

and stop at no crime that they may con-

tinue their business. Our red-light dis-

trict is worth more money each year than

any legitimate business in the city. The
rents that these poor creatures are com-
pelled to pay to their landlords are sim-

ply outrageous, and many of their re-

spectable sisters wear silks and satins be-

cause of this blood money. The remedy
is not regulation nor segregation, but

abolition. We never can prevent illicit

relations, but we can smite commercial-
ized vice, and in that manner take away
one of the strongest motives for its prop-

agation.

Perhaps those who live away from our
congested centers will think that the prob-

lem of the social evil belongs to city folks

alone. This is a mistake. The forms are

different, but the sin is the same. The
country villages are given to impure stor-

ies, and vile imaginations to an extent be-

yond belief. Every one of us who has
been raised in rural places can testify to

this, and while the practise of the social

evil does not prevail there, the thought
and consideration of it does. Young men
from such an atmosphere in the country
and village, coming into the glare of the

city's temptations, recruit our evil dis-

tricts.

Our juvenile courts declare that boys
five and six years old know the grossest

facts of sex secrets. Just to-day we dis-

covered conduct on the part of children

little more than babies, kindergarten chil-

dren, that simply appalls us. As one
looks upon the faces of these innocent

little children, he wonders what imps
have brought to their minds the thoughts,

and to their hands the acts that are be-

yond the understanding of the child, and
yet as vicious as hell itself.

There is no need, nor is there any use,

of becoming hysterical, nor of acquiring

a morbid mind because of these condi-

tions, but we do need to set ourselves to

an intelligent and determined correction

and cure of this age-old evil, at least in

our homes, neighborhoods and communi-
ties. It is everybody's problem. The
good mother who guards her own daugh-

ter, and keeps her own house pure, while

she refuses to interest herself in the fes-

tering plague spots of the community,

may never see her daughter become vile.

She will rejoice to have her marry a

young man of splendid family, and later

discover that the son-in-law has carried

the poison into the new home where its

torments will never cease to trouble.

Many of the patrons of the scarlet houses

drive magnificent automobiles, belonging

to their wealthy and respectable fathers.

BETTER TO BE RIGHT.

It is better only sometimes to be right

than at all times to be wrong. Before I

resolve to do one thing or the other, I

must gain my confidence in my own abil-

ity to keep my resolves when they are

made.

—

Lincoln.

Mrs. lv at 10 Hale Gekelbk, Secretary

2061 BROADWAY, INIIIANAPOLI9, INC

1913 PROGRAM.

Secure at once from Mrs. C. A. Krout
240 South Washington street, Tiffin,

Ohio, at 2c. for a single copy, lc. each

in lots of 12 or more.

MARCH PROGRAM.

Social Purity.—Our pastor in Den-

ver has taken an active part in all move-

ments for civic righteousness. Let us

follow his example and do something



93

towards making our cities clean, fit places

in which our youth are to come to man-
hood and womanhood. Those who work
among young women can secure a leaflet,

"Social Hygiene for Young Women,"
from the General Secretary of Litera-

ture. Many a girl has gone down to

ruin with the cry, "If I had only known."
This little leaflet is destined to give this

preventive knowledge, and we trust out-

workers to make a wise use of them.

Mormonism.—The State of Colorado

has 83,000 Mormons. It is one of those

Western States affected politically by
Mormon immigration. But this curse,

which is so closely akin to white slavery,

is not confined to our Western States.

Do you know that the measure of Mor-
mon strength in the United States is one

in every 180 of population? A leaflet

corroborating this statement, and giving

other facts concerning this evil, can be

secured from Mrs. Gekeler. Send lc.

each for the above leaflets.

Thank Offering Service.

March is the time for the ingathering

of the Thank Offerings. A leaflet giv-

ing an order of service for this occasion

has been prepared by Miss Blessing.

(See her article in this issue.) To reach

the standard of excellence each society

must hold one public service each year.

Why not make your public service the

time for collecting the Thank Offering,

and use this order of service?

Mission Bands.
A delightful pamphlet called "A Trip

to China," has been prepared for chil-

dren by Miss Rebecca Hughes in her

"Trips Abroad." In a capable and en-

tertaining way she guides us through the

interesting places of China, reveals the

important events in the history of this

wonderful nation, introduces us into a

Chinese home with a baby boy and little

sister, and shows us a Christian mis-

sionary at work. Even we older folks

will enjoy this trip to China with the

boys and girls, and I am quite sure the

boys and girls will all want to take the

trip. These pamphlets can be secured

from our Foreign Board at 20c. per

dozen.

®ljattk (©ffrrtttg Iox^b
Annie M. Blessing, Skcrrta hy

HELLAM, PA.

HNOTHER year has been closed,

with its opportunities and priv-

ileges forever gone. Have we
used our opportunities and priv-

ileges to help in the work of our Lord
as we should have done? Wherein we
have failed, let us profit by past mistakes
and endeavor to use wisely every oppor-
tunity for furthering the blessed work
our Master has given us to do.

The time for the ingathering of Thank
Offering Boxes is not far off. Let us
plan to have the March meeting a most
impressive one. Plan to have a special

program, and a large attendance at the

meeting.

We trust the Thank Offering for this

year may be a most liberal one.

You remember, the object for which
it shall be used is to establish Church-
building Funds in recognition of the fif-

tieth anniversary of the Board of Home
Missions.

The Secretary has just received an-

other consignment of five thousand
Thank Offering Boxes, making a total

of twelve thousand boxes ordered since

this department was introduced into the

W. M. S., G. S.

The women have responded most en-

couragingly, and we trust the order may
continue to come in until the present

number has been exhausted. A leaflet,

"Mrs. Pickett's Missionary Box," is one
of the best on this work that has come
to our notice, and we suggest, that as

many societies as will, make use of it in

their meetings. For leaflet write to Mrs.

H. S. Gekeler, 2061 Broadway, Indian-

apolis, Ind.

"We must live through the dreary winter
If we would value the spring;

And the woods must be cold and silent

Before the robins sing.

The flowers must be buried in darkness
Before they can bud and bloom.

And the sweetest, warmest sunshine

Comes after the storm and the gloom."
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METHOD IN LIFE OF THE SPIRIT.

Clothed with the full force of genius,

with the eternal melodies murmuring
upon his lips, what has King David to do
with stated hours for prayer, with iron

rules for psalm and song? Is not reg-

ularity the antithesis of inspiration? Is

not rigidity the death of poetic ardor?

Will not rule and habit make the soul

to move along a dusty road? Spontane-

ity is the perrogative of poets, as are also

a certain dewy freshness of thought and
an untrammelledness of feeling and
fancy. Surely the poet has the right to

break down all fences and bars and wan-
der forth, free and careless as a bird or

bounding fawn. What has the poet who
sings the songs of the ages to do with

dry-as-dust rules, with systematic piety

that prays at daybreak, at high noon,

and again when the evening shadows
fall? Yet his songs blossomed from a

heart that was rooted in regularity, cul-

tivated by stated meditations, with all

its songs and prayers ordered by iron

rule and stern method.

For the poet it is system that deepens

the tides of inspiration, and method that

nourishes the forces of feeling and moral

sentiment. At dawn, therefore, David's

heart rose with the rising sun ; at noon
his aspirations ascended like the clouds

of incense rising above the altar ; at even-

tide his thoughts became chariots in

which his soul rode upward to meet and

greet its God. This is logical. We have

the sanction of genius and the approval

of earth's greatest minds when we plead

for habit and method in ordering the

life of the Spirit. The generations that

represents the hypothesis of mediocrity

may be forgiven for making haste to cast

off what it calls the trammels of religion

and irksomeness of rules and laws; but

surely the era of intellect should under-

stand that system feeds inspiration, that

method is the sign of power and great-

ness.

Uninteresting, indeed, the dry husk,

the sear leaf, the withered stalk of corn,

the shrivelled mummy; but full of inter-

est and fascination the new-blown flower,

the moist bunch of figs, the sweet face of

a babe. Nature always works by rule;

the sun in the rising never is a stroke of
the clock behind, nor a stroke late in its

setting. By rule, also, coal dust crystal-

lizes into the diamond and the clay into

sapphire. By rule, April wreathes her
orchards with pink and floretted shapes.

By rule, August covers the hills with the

golden glow of clustering food. By rule,

September makes the valleys, covered
with corn to laugh and sing.

Irregularity in eating or sleeping will

drive the bloom from the cheek, stamp
black circles under the eyes, and take

from the brain the fine edge of thinking.

All beauty in flower and fruit, shock and
sheaf, comes through the emphasis of

that system which the poet tells us was
the source of his inspiration and ardor.

For life means system and order; death

means confusion and chaos. The toad-

stool, that is irregular in its time and
growth, and the apples of Sodom, stuffed

with soot and ashes, represent the disre-

gard of regular growth. The harvests

are, indeed, "the lyric thoughts of God,
falling from His Almighty solitude." Yet
they fall at stated periods.

If in Nature's realm, system has per-

fected our fruits and. flowers, so history

tells us that systematic toil has given us

our finest poems and great philosophies.

Man in his highest mood is regular and

systematic.

Newell Dwight Hillis.

THE BEST THING WE DID.

MRS. D. W. LOUCKS.

^HE best thing the W. M. S. of

Bellevue did the past year was

to carry out the idea given in

the printed program prepared

by Miss Cogan, of making the July meet-

ing a Park meeting. The day was ideal,

the attendance good, and the addresses

were very inspiring. Mrs. Shriver, of

Hamilton, Ohio, was just returning from

the Linwood Conference, and added to

the worth of the afternoon program by

one of her enthusiastic addresses. Out

under the canopy of heaven, surrounded

by the beautiful in nature, it was easier
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to get a world view of the kingdom and

its blessings to humanity. Nature taught

us God's universal love; the heavens his

universal glory ; but also this

—

"In vain with lavish kindness,

The gifts of God are strewn," as long

as

"The heathen in his blindness,

Bows down to wood and stone."

Each lady brought her lunch, which

added to the pleasure of the afternoon.

We believe that as in the beautiful twi-

light the members returned to their

homes it was not only with a new joy

because of the social privileges enjoyed,

but also with a new purpose to help

spread the gospel until the Sun of Right-

eusness shall shine as widely as the nat-

ural sun above.

Bellevue, Ohio.

WHAT OUR SOCIETY IS GOING TO DO.

MRS. B. F. ANDREWS.

HS we turn the page for this new
year, 1913, we realize that we
have as a Missionary Society,

many opportunities and privi-

leges as well as responsibilities. We have

learned much the past year of the needs

of our mission fields, so hope to do bet-

ter work in every way.

One of the first things we will aim to

do in this new year, is to secure a larger

attendance of our members at the regu-

lar meetings. The attendance has been

good in the past year, but we feel there

is still room for improvement, and we
hope to work out a plan by which those

of our members, who cannot attend the

afternoon meetings, can have an evening

meeting each month.

Second, we will have the best program

possible.

Third, we will do all we can to in-

crease the interest in our Outlook of

Missions and other church papers, for

many of us have learned that the infor-

mation gained by reading these, has made
us more interested and better workers in

all departments of our church work.

Last, we will continue loyal to our

higher bodies and thus by the tie of or-

ganization by which we are held together
as missionary societies, we will become
more faithful and consecrated workers
with a vision not only of our own church
work, but of the needs of the whole
world.

Akron, Ohio.

A LAUGH.

A laugh is just like music,

It freshens all the day.

It tips the peaks of life with light

And drives the clouds away

;

The soul grows glad that hears it,

And feels its courage strong

—

A laugh is just like sunshine
For cheering folks along.

A laugh is just like music,

It lingers in the heart.

And where its melody is heard
The ills of life depart

;

And happy thoughts come crowding
Its joyous notes to greet

—

A laugh is just like music
For making the life sweet.—The Friend.

CLASSICAL REPORTS.

The W. H. and F. M. S. of Lancaster
Classis held its twenty-third annual
meeting in St. Paul's Reformed Church,
Manheim, Pa., April 26, 1912. The ob-

ligation, $1,202.35, of the society to the

higher body was met in full, and $25
was paid towards the Scholarship Fund
and $73.67 towards chapel at Lakeside,

China. All the old officers, the Commit-
tee on Organization and secretaries of

departments were re-elected. Arrange-
ments were made for the observance of

the twenty-fifth anniversary of the so-

ciety. The basket lunch was a success.

Mrs. .Paul A. Kunkle gave a talk on
"Young Woman's Work" and Miss
Anna K. Miller on "Mission Study
Classes." Miss Mary E. Gerhard, of

Sendai, and Rev. Paul H. Land, Harbor
Missionary, made addresses.

Mrs. G. W. Hartman, Reporter.

(We regret that this report was inad-

vertently omitted.

—

Ed.)
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ZION CLASSICAL SOCIETY OF POTOMAC
SYNOD.

The semi-annual meeting was held

in Emmanuel Church, York, Pa., No-
vember 12th, 1912. Delegates present

from sixteen congregations. One new
society organized. Miss Cogan address-

ed the evening meeting, followed by Rev.
Edwin Beck, who spoke of work among
Chinese boys. Nine clergymen were
present, there was hearty co-operation

and a promise of greater success.

Mame E. Strickler,

Corresponding Secretary.

THE LIVINGSTONE CENTENNIAL.
METHODS TO BE ADOPTED.

1. A Campaign of Reading.

Make known as widely as possible the

facts of Livingstone's life and career.

Articles in local newspapers and the re-

ligious and secular periodicals, and a life

of Livingstone in every home will help

to realize the general aim of the celebra-

tion. The books recommended have been

published as inexpensively as is consist-

ent with good workmanship in order that

there may be a life of Livingstone in

every home.

2. A United Public Meeting in Every
City and Town.

Through the best possible local agency,

a public meeting should be held in every

town and city on the 19th of March,
1913, if possible. The Mayor or some
other prominent local resident should
preside and a popular orator should
make the Centenary address. In some
localities, a union church service or par-

lor meeting may be arranged in place of

a public gathering.

3. A Celebration in Every Local Church.
For educational purposes, combining

both inspiration and information, this

Centenary offers a practical, unified pro-
gram for the local church during the

winter months of 1913.

Early in the new year, 1913, the pastor
should call together the Church Mis-
sionary Committee or the officers of the
various church organizations and pre-
sent to them the suggested methods of
celebration and of the preparatory edu-
cational period. At this meeting a plan

should be decided upon and the various
lines of activity started.

W. H. AND F. M. S. OF WYOMING
CLASSIS.

The annual meeting was held in Union
Church, Orangeville, Pa., November 13
and 14, 1912. The President, Mrs.
Orth, strongly urged renewed effort,

more thorough organization, greater in-

terest in literature and the use of Thank
Offering boxes. Nine officers, ten dele-

gates, representing eight congregations,
were present. The recommendations of

Eastern Synodical Society were adopted
as far as practicable.

The Treasurer reported receipts dur-
ing the year of $676.21. The time of

the annual meeting was changed from
fall to spring, when the twenty-fifth an-

niversary will be celebrated.

Mrs. Anna McHenry',
Recording Secretary.

A Chinese Woman.
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